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The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation was founded from a small idea
hoping our society would improve. We have learnt from doing
social contribution works for the past 20 years that creating social
change in the actual areas is not easy and cannot be done alone.
It requires collaborative efforts by designing how to work with the
public sector, private sector, community and people in the society.
We need o listen to the opinions of a variety of people, crystallize
the experiences of those who have worked before, and summarize
them info our working methods to create a social development
model that addresses existing problems. We also always remember
to evaluate or readjust the working processes after completing

the tasks to prevent the recurrence of previous troubling issues.

This annual report compiles small steps in creating social change
through various projects; therefore, its story speaks louder than just
figures of financial expenditure. It serves as a record of our social
work. Though modest in number and not knowing how fast the impact
of those projects will spread, we still believe that we are on the right
track. Regardless of the years it takes to complete the projects, we
see a glimmer of light at the end of the journey through the models
of changes we strive to create. We are delighted to share these

models with anyone who wishes to continue in the same direction.

If you wish to do something for society, believe in yourself that you
can do it and never back down despite any obstacles. You can always
look back, learn, and move forward. As long as you continue, what

you are doing will be well-spent.

SUTHIRAT YOOVIDHYA
PRESIDENT
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For 20 years, work of The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation
has begun to bear fruit for its goal of giving back to society
and creating sustainable self-reliance for the Thai people.
The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation was established in 2003
as a charitable organization No. 724 by the nofifications
of the Ministry of Finance. It operates as a non-profit
organization, emphasizing public benefits and free from
political motives. lts founder and chairman is Ms. Suthirat

Yoovidhya.

Throughout the past, the Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation has
continuously collaborated with young people, communities,
and organizations with similar ideas for social work, in terms
of transferring knowledge, conducting research and
development, and supporting practical operations so
that the implementation of projects that drive the growth
of communities, society, and environment fo come frue,
and elevate the quality of life for Thai people and become

a pilot projects for sustainable changes experience sharing.
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The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation operates in 6 categories

which are:

Communities and Environment

Promotes and drives restoration work, conservation of natural
resources and environment, both on land and under the sea,
by creating continuous and robust community participation,
ensuring that every change will be continued and developed

info true sustainability.

Organic Agriculture

Promoting and driving the creation of knowledge on organic
agriculture and promoting the transfer of such knowledge
to small-scale farmers and the general public. Supporting
the development of a sustainable ecosystem in the long term,

encompassing the economy, society, and the environment.

Public Health

The healthcare system is fundamental for the public. Having
good health and being free from illness is essential in
improving quality of life and social development. Developing
a standardized healthcare system covering populated areas
is necessary for the people’s well-being which can lead to

the sustainable development of the country.
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Education

Planting the seeds of knowledge for underprivileged children,
supporting the development of the quality of education in
small schools, schools in remote and underdeveloped areas,
or schools outside municipal areas, to reduce inequality and

implement equal education opportunities.

Culture

The foundation promoting the development of craft skills in
restoration, and Thai sculpture, and supporting the restoration
project of murals and sculptures in religious places to preserve

Thai culture and arts as cultural heritage.

Donation

Supporting programs with urgent needs, both in the area of
food shortages and in upgrading healthcare services as
needed and appropriate, for the health of people in Thai

society.



SUSTAI N-
ABILITY




'noWPVIY’ Uulluus:iGuaAtyAnAKIUINUIWARY
Avluszduuusnauazs=auds:ind wuldoinlnsonis
d1oe) vovAASIIANONSSUUDONANBURCNVATANG
‘gogu’ urdemelRiiuouduan asznvlugu=Kusina
'n0WgoEU’ Aigndoansludonszuakan uasugunun
hasanuaasaaaunolusgtoufiasiula Tusno:=Wu
A1sseusvAaamslgnowanadn luougonisns=quikau
noluAUDIKISBUNSE WogunwAdIazaduayunishi
Invashaanans:nuciodouoadau

nadulpuesnszuamudEumaiistunaAaniva
Sedmrmaiiiuasiulsznnstaniinsgauathemns
denalidlaafinnisueanasn Anudasnisnisuiinathay
213 NEW wazndwennsaug Suualiniugetu ul
wsugiafiuduidulnasnefanssianasinafaatiaansziu
Thssafstugu WannaesaUlng uasafresnuuazasls
ifuwaiias usifanssumaasugRanliaruddyfusiiae
ilsluszerdu Wandndudniagliniwennsassuniadis
winvmislag liffatemansznufiazanuun fviliRatiom
fiRulUfsdwndan pruaysaivasszuuiing aauau
ANuvaIMatenIen I WWinavinlitdaqliudausadny
fuangaan wainAlignsasmugana SentEneessuG
fitfufuazyianuguusssan lufstlogmuaiuluiindsz 9 iu
aﬂ'ﬁquaﬁwwﬁ’]LLa:maﬁwmwmmﬁdqNanizwurﬁiaqmmw
e waznindauuaagau

luwaaintunisiaulaniaasugianuasnalussazdud

naliifiaAnumaanamsAsEgia degvnisnszanesals

Tuwindien nisynwieeaisa sauldfananssnuniedeny

dulaun oy asasIuannNnITUENTINEweEINg LazN1996
Sag Qe o

FUnENA UAIRAIE

'Sustainability’ is an imporfant issue raised often at both
infernational and national levels. It can be seen from various
government projects and activities of the private sector, which
often end with the word 'Sustainably.” Even as consumers,
'Sustainable lifestyle’ is communicated in mainstream media
and undeniably has become closely linked to daily lives,
whether it is a campaign fo reduce the use of plastic bags
or promoting the consumption of organic food for good

health and supporting environmentally friendly agriculture.

The growth of these sustainable trends is caused by concerns
about the rapid increase in the global population, causing
cities to expand and increasing demand for drinking water,
food, energy, and other resources. Although a rapidly growing
economy provides positive effects, such as improving
infrastructure, developing public utilities, and creating jobs
and income for citizens, economic activities that prioritize
shortterm profits and expedite production by exploiting
natural resources without regard for the consequences
have resulted in problems with the environment, ecological
wholeness, and biodiversity. Consequently, people now face
out-of-season weather, increasingly severe natural disasters,
and everyday pollution problems such as water and air

pollution that impact people’s health, lives, and property.

On top of this, shortterm profit-oriented economic growth
causes inequality, uneven income distribution, market
monopoly, and other social impacts such as wars arising
from resource competition and a lack of well-being in

daily life.
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The United Nations has developed the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) as a universal agenda for all countries
to work towards and address common challenges to create
a sustainable society, economy and environment for a better
world by 2030. The SDGs consist of 17 main goals and 169

sub-goals, which can be divided into 5 dimensions as follow:

Social/well-being dimension (People)

This dimension aims to elevate the quality of life for global
citizens by reducing poverty, eliminating hunger, improving
health and well-being, promoting quality education, and
advancing gender equality. This is can be achieving through
the SDGs tfargets 1-5: SDGs 1: No Poverty, SDGs 2: Zero
Hunger, SDGs 3: Good Health and Well-Being, SDGs 4:
Quality Education, and SDGs 5: Gender Equality.

Economic and prosperity dimension (Prosperity)
This dimension ensures sustainable and affordable access
to energy for all, promotes sustainable economic growth

through providing employment opportunities for all, upgrades
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infrastructure, innovation and industries, reduces inequality,
and builds sustainable and safe cities and communities
including the target SDGs 7-11: SDG 7: Affordable and Clean
Energy, SDG 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth, SDG 9:
Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure, SDG 10: Reduce

Inequalities, and SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities.

Natural resources and environment dimension (Planet)
This dimension ensures sustainable water and sanitation
management, promotes sustainable production and con-
sumption protects, and conserves natural resources, climate,
marine and ocean ecosystems, and land-based ecosystems
for future generations. The accomplish by covering
the SDGs 6: Clean Water and Sanitation and the SDGs 12-15:
SDGs 12: Responsible Consumption and Production,
SDGs 13: Climate Action, SDGs 14: Life below Water, and
SDGs 15: Life on Land.

Peace dimension (Peace)
This dimension promotes a peaceful society, ensuring equal
access to justice for all, covering SDGs 16: Peace, Justice

and Strong Institutions.

Partnership for development dimension (Partnership)
This dimension enhances cooperation among all sectfors to
drive sustainable development, covering SDGs 17: Partner-

ships for the Goals.

‘Sustainable Development’ therefore, is an essential concept
of our time that people should be attentive and engage in
activities related to the economic, social, and environmental
dimensions that consider the long-ferm impacts to collectively
reduce any negative affects that may affecting a good quality
of life, beautiful nature, and to create a society with equality

and a society without limitations to the way of life for posterity.
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Zero Hunger is the 2nd Sustainable Development Goals
that aims to address the issue of global hunger by
increasing access to safe food for people of all ages,
in order to eliminate hunger, reduce malnutrition, and
promote sustainable agriculture to maintain the diversity
of seeds and livestock. It also seeks to enable small-
scale farmers to equally access land, technology, and

markets.
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Food security is currently an important issue that garners
global affention, not only in terms of access to food, but also
in ferms of having access to nutritionally whole and hygienic
food in sufficient quantities to meet the needs of everyone
in all situations, whether in times of economic crisis or climate

disasters.

From the report of the State of Food Security and Nutrition in
the World 2021, jointly published by the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United States (FAQ), the International

Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the World Food Program (WFP),
and the World Health Organization (WHO), it was found that

Zero Hunger

in 2020, over 720-811 million people worldwide faced
the anguish of hunger, while around 2.3 billion people
globally were assessed to be experiencing food insecurity.
They were unable fo access enough food throughout the year.
Approximately 149 million children under the age of 5 faced
disrupted or delayed growth due to chronic malnutrition,
hindering their heights below the standard and their bodies

stunted.

Although known as the land of plenty, Thailand still belongs
to a group of countries facing food insecurity. The rising
cost of oil caused by the conflict between oil-producing
countries, the outbreak of African swine fever virus in pigs,
a prolonged and unrecovered economy from COVID-19, or
the highest inflation rate in 13 years result in higher prices
of food ingredients for each meal, which do not match
the minimum wage rate. At the same time, many small-scale
farmers still suffer from agricultural monopolies. Some farmers
have fo invest in buying seeds, fertilizers, and insecticides
to produce high-quality crops that meet the standards of
large corporations. Some need more monetary capital and
knowledge to expand their agricultural production, resulting
in most small-scale farmers needing help fo rely on themselves

sustainably.

Recognizing the issues mentioned above, the Suthirat
Yoovidhya Foundation has therefore joined in supporting
projects related to food security, both in the form of donations
for underprivileged individuals, and in developing projects
to support small-scale farmers in producing high-quality crops
to add value for their product by promoting organic farming
practices and elevating farmers to become community
business owners, with the hope that people will be well-fed
and farmers can improve their quality of life and sustain

themselves in the long run.
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‘Permaculture’ organic farming learning center devel-

opment project

An organic farming approach called ‘Permaculture’ is
an agricultural body of knowledge that emphasizes
the sustainability of life and the environment by designing
farm components to be interrelated. The areas for crop
cultivation and animal husbandry has been design to be
compatible with the environment. It is a form of integrated
farming that hopes to bring all living creatures in an area
to live accommodatingly and in line with nature. With this,
they will promote mutual growth and naturally clash with
one another to produce a high volume of agricultural

products and optimize the existing potential of the land.
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Although this alternative agriculture may not yet be widely
discussed in Thailand, it could provide many benefits to
small-scale farmers in the country. It can increase agricultural
productivity, reduce long-term agricultural costs through
designing activities within the farm with natural mechanisms
to maintain its balance and reduce health issues and
environmental impacts as the use of chemical pesticides
is non-existent. All these create biodiversity in the farm and

allow small-scale farmers to be self-reliant.
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A Little Farmer Organic Farm in Nakhon Pathom province is
a pilot learning center for permaculture supported by
the Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation. In 2022, the foundation
provided supports the permaculture organic farming learning
center development project within the area of A Little Farmer
Organic Farm with a grant worth 100,000 baht. The funding

is being used in defail as follows.

1. Develop the ‘Organic Crop Production’ Learning Station
Purchase seedlings for salad and make educational signs

for cultivating vegetables for salad for 4,500 baht.

2. Develop the ‘Organic Livestock Production’ Learning
Station

Invest in organic livestock production by purchasing 800
egg-laying chickens, 300 egg-laying ducks, and their feed.
Purchase materials and equipment to raise Black Soldier Fly
larvae, high-protein animal feed that can also help reduce
organic waste. Create educational signs for the learning
station. The total cost is 90,500 baht.

3. Develop the ‘Organic Aquaculture’ Learning Station
Purchase fish fry with a budget of 5,000 baht to build

a food source and learning center.

This is to support learning of permaculture organic farming
courses and to serve as a learning center for sharing ideas,
techniques, and methods for permaculture organic farming
approach for farmers and the public. On top of this, it can
be used to build a network of organic farmers in Nakhon

Pathom province and nearby areas.



PROJECT
02

THE

SDGs 2

INNOVATION
WAY Uandnolkla

[Juudanssy

lasvAsauuayuuandno
drUs=naun1sssNOyUBU
U 2565 (Un 3)

Uryrwnggnoldlasna wawaanlaliasaunquiudunu
noA1sinuasndavuunsu mMikinuasnsaoulkeydoo
INGeyAuUeyKIKGEU urvdoudvrulurinnuasnssy
souAuugnulkey ualgansindnUuduasiedasionie
uazdouoadau IWoIWUNAANTWNIVASINUASTROSOAU
ulounguoourgnu udfdlionowuyaAlRAUNaNan
NYANSINUASIAES1OADIUGVTUDEIOURDSD

Support Transforming Rice Farmers into Community

Entrepreneurs Project 2022 (3"‘3I Year)

The farmer cannot sell rice at the desired price, and the
product is not covered the agricultural costs that farmers
have to bear, causing most farmers to face debt problems;
some farmers turn to farm together with big capitalists
and use chemicals that are harmful to the body and the
environment to increase agricultural productivity according
to the capitalist’s policy. However, the farmer still needed

help to sustainably add value to the agricultural products.
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The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation recognizes that promoting
high-quality organic rice cultivation, providing tools, and
adding entrepreneurship perspectives to farmers is other way
to help their farming occupation be more better-rounded,
from upstream, planting to downstream that includes pro-
cessing and distributing. In this way, mediators will not take
advantage of them, leading to self-reliance in the long run.
Therefore, the foundation has developed a project to fransform
rice growers info community entrepreneurs to support organic

rice growers with potential and defermination.

‘Group of Community Enterprises of Thip Chang Amphur
Hang Chat' is a community enterprise in Pong Yang Khok
District, Wo Kaeo District and Hang Chat District, Lampang,
that the Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation supports. The aim
is to build a farmer group that can become a model as
this group practices organic farming under the SALANA
Partficipatory Guarantee System (SALANA PGS) standard and
the Organic Thailand standard consistently. The group has
developed and established an Internal Control System (ICS)
to ensure that rice production meets the Infernational
Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements (IFOAM)
organic farming standards, which are currently being certified.
In addition, the group has produced organic rice products
through an innovation project for premium health products
developed from dark-colored organic rice, in collaboration
with the Faculty of Science, Chiang Mai University. The dark-
colored organic rice powder, is rich in antioxidants that help
fight type 2 diabetes, suppress cancer cell growth, and

prevent cardiovascular disease.
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In 2022, the foundation conducted a project to transform
rice farmers into community entrepreneurs for the Group of
Community Enterprises of Thip Chang Amphur Hang Chat.
The budget for the project was 957,848.50 baht in the details

as follows.

1. Support the provision of knowledge and development of
ICS in recording production data and certifying the production

sites to enhance the standards of cultivation IFOAM standard.

2. Support getting certified by IFOAM. Elevate the standard
of rice Varieties of Hommali (Jasmine) Rice 105, Mali Nil
Surin Rice, Red Jasmine Rice, and Riceberry Rice from the
Organic Thailand standard to IFOAM. These must be certified
by the Organic Agriculture Certification Thailand.

3. Support the improvement of rice processing tools to
produce quality rice, to increase added value and

upgrade farmers into community entrepreneurs, by
improving the structure to meet the sanitary standards.
Improve rice milling machines and materials, other

components such as rice husk cleaning machines, husking
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machines, full grain rice sorting machines, rice bran sorfing

machines, and chaff sorting machines.

4, Support tools for processing dark-colored rice to increase
added value and upgrade farmers into community entrepre-
neurs by improving the building structure following standards of
the Food and Drug Administration of Thailand (FDA) and upgrading
the existing product, dark-colored organic rice powder, to organic

Mali Nil Surin rice extract and organic Red Jasmine rice extract.
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Anthocyanin, extracts from Mali Nil Surin Rice

Anthocyanin is a dark purple pigment found in nature, such as in
berries, black grapes, purple cabbage, purple eggplants, Asian
pigeonwings, and even the seed coat of dark-colored rice. It has
properties of antioxidants, delay the deterioration of the body,
reduce inflammation, alleviate symptoms of depression and anxiety,
enhance vision and eye health, and reduce the risk of various
diseases, such as cancer risk and can stop cancer cells. It can also
help reduce levels of triglycerides and cholesterol in the blood,

thereby reducing the risk of heart disease.

Interestingly, Dark-colored rice has a higher anthocyanin content
than some berries. Promoting organic rice farmers to extract
high-quality antioxidant substances from rice, increases the farmer’s
opportunity and enables consumers to access domestically-produced

healthy products.
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Share for Life Project — Sharing Rice, Getting Merit

The Share for Life Project is a project created by the Suthirat
Yoovidhya Foundation created to help temples that experienced
shortages or have been impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic
and temples with needs to obfain rice to distribute and alleviate
suffering for the underprivileged, socially disadvantaged
children, and orphans under their care. Donations were
collected from people who desired to help purchase organic
rice from organic farmers. The rice was donated to 8 temples,
each receiving 1,500 kilograms, for 12,000 kilograms. This
project, not only helps alleviate hunger and delivering
quality food to people in need, but also creates income and
encouragement for farmers committed organic agriculture

without using chemicals.
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8 TEMPLES THAT RECEIVE AID

FROM THE PROJECT.

1. Chao Bunkoed Temple, Chaiyo, Ang Thong
A temple that cares for 60 hill tribes and local
orphans

2. Sa Kaeo Temple, Pa Mok, Ang Thong

A temple that has taken children under care

since 1942, supporting both orphans and

impoverished children with meals and education

5 . 3. Botworadit Temple, Pa Mok, Ang Thong
5QIHU§HD’U A small temple that has been provided for
9naddiud=aon : i orphans and underprivileged children for a long
5OUUWOl§ﬂﬁIQUfﬁSt time. During the COVID-19 pandemic, the temple
léSOQlﬁﬂﬁ?W§1 lﬁﬂﬁﬂ 7 also set up a quarantine center to accommodate
JeyrINIvANUASDUASD SanviRgv s1nawladny patients in the area and refer patients to immediate
ua=iéndoelona 60 AU sorquadauraloma - e

' 4. Tham Tako Temple, Tha Wung, Lopburi
A3 200 AU la=auleus 80 sU el | £ ISRUE, 0z WA, [Lerlet

GornaoUszaulsyrsiunaunau
oK1stauov B

A temple that provides housing, food, and
classrooms for over 200 underprivileged and
orphans.

5. Mai Si Muen Temple, Damnoen Saduak,
.......................................................................................................................................................................... Ratchaburi

A small temple that houses 60 orphans, children
with family issues and underprivileged children.
6. Santi Wanaram Temple, Chiang Khan, Loei
A Phrapariyattidham school around 160-200
monks and novices ordained yearly, mostly from
low-income families. So, the temple provides
accommodation, meals, and education opportu-
nities for children.

7. Thung Hiang Temple, Phanat Nikhom,
Chon Buri

A temple that takes care of more than 200

Sad _6 underprivileged children and 80 novices is
000 UC'I?U'IS'IU currently faces shortages of food and necessary
91N LlBgvAIU : .
[so1s Usgasssund SRR
SOLSE{UWS‘- _ _ _.80 ~ _ 8. Bang Chom Si Temple, In Buri, Sing Buri
Wssavdllg=auleusUoulseL 5auwlauAsS 81 1N9dUNSUS i Atemple that houses over 350 Thai and Hmong
Ua= 160-200 Svu dauunnu 50ﬁQUﬂ’]Stl6ﬂCTOEJ[Oﬂﬁa underprivileged children.
91NASOUASINEINDU N1DIQ MIGAINsUazIGALIDANITY :
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sounvdalonianIvAsAnK



Zero Hunger

INSPIRING

RICE WITH
PRIDE

oenARB1OUN N

Janunoog1vAnAanS

yrounluandwhaghdvaulnguIag1ve10UIU LEAEUNIWEDQ
LazWanauLnNuoINAISHIVIUKAVEWI KUgau nduliigoun
urvAuUs=auleyrIKGaUNAUNUANSWAQAGOTU UnoUs:au
Ueyrngunwoinmsidleuazondiuwacluulas garmerangau
Foldonno=rkiandwlkundsiglduinnan

uunjas Tvguvna Us=s1udaKAYUBUNGUTIONWEE1081LND
R10d0s doKIad1U1v ndudouns=uansi dantnGueuang
s1sAIsAauKUQUAORUNFUUISUAULISEUSAISHIABAS
sunsglugoviulanedaa logdusoUuuanatoonuszaunisailu
S91913nAgdviauluwuiAuuinaunu dawn KIAY Kag Y Uan
lurieounmusssusaldagvliivnaunau

K&vaovR0aav AUIUUEUT wILasinuasnsKIaUNSd luwun
811noRNVANS $98oUTONAUADAVIEKADYUBUNGUTIDAWETV
nar1vdas WaUandnodunsdiRiuasgiulagiSududos
uasguluds:inFagv Organic Thailand uanNo 1NV UURNEQ
3a1KAdYUBUNGUUNIOAWEEI0Y gorucounlUurUs=nauns
JuldaAuyalsanssau aganen luNSWUUNATUATWANSIV=UAN
guiasgiulnuasdunsd IFOAM uazyadsy golddaulaofu
USUN ANaun vaundA Jatad (darAvWadon) FrAa tunisi
aanadeungdnowaanaookuntusinlusssy sounosouda
AUURISNEdeGeolky TunISLUSSUGUAT WOUUNWORITON
sunsgawungauludosaisdnuauyadas: wolkinuasnsling
ogldagnounvgondiauy

35

Farmer is a profession that has been part of Thai society for a long
time, but the quality of life and compensation from backbreaking
work could be clearer. Some people fall into debt from higher
production costs, and others face health problems from using
fertilizers and insecticides in the fields. Eventually, many farmers

decide to seek new professions with higher incomes.

Nanthawat Chaimongkol, the president of Group of Community
Enterprises of Thip Chang Amphur Hang Chat, Lampang, has bucked
the trend, chose to early-retire from his government service, learned
about organic farming later. He was inspired by his childhood
experiences of running and playing in the neighborhood rice field,
abundantly picking vegetables and catching shrimps, shellfish,

crabs, and fish in the field in nature.

After experimenting for a decade, he and the organic-loving
farmers in Hang Chat District co-found Group of Community
Enterprises of Thip Chang Amphur Hang Chat to do organic
farming (growing rice) that meets the standard. They started with
the domestic standard like the Organic Thailand standard. In
addition to being a producer, Group of Community Enterprises
of Thip Chang Amphur Hang Chat has also evolved into an entre-
preneur, partnering with the Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation to

improve cultivation standards fo IFOAM, the organic farming standard.
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The foundation also connected with the Salana Organic
Village (Social Enterprise) Co., Ltd. to trade future
paddy rice at fair prices and collaborated with Chiang Mai
University to do processing and develop a dark-colored
organic rice powder full of antioxidants to ensure the

sustainability of Thai farmers.

Besides traditional farming, what has caused farmers to
turn into small-scale entrepreneurs?

The market does not want paddy rice, it wants rice or edible
products. The rice field of the Group of Community
Enterprises of Thip Chang Amphur Hang Chat covers only
300 rai and produces around 150 tons of rice. The amount
need to be bigger for an export contract. Switching from
rice entrepreneurs info Anthocyanin exiract processors,
turning Anthocyanin into products, and selling rice in grams
instead of tons-these acts of adding value to rice allow us

to survive.
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How did the beginning of adding value to rice by ‘selling
rice by the gram’ take place?

Our main working principle is to find potential partners
to support our ideas to grow. The idea of selling rice by
the gram emerged when | met with the Salana Organic
Village (Social Enterprise) Co., Lid. team during a seminar
in Mae Hong Son province. There, Assoc. Prof. Dr.Suganya
Mahatheeranont, a professor from the Department of
Chemistry, Faculty of Science, Chiang Mai University, and
her team tested various colors of rice for their antioxidant
properties. It inspired me to the potential possibility of

extracting antioxidants from dark-colored rice.

That day, | thought of it as a way out by adding value fo rice,
but | did not know how to extract antioxidants from rice.
So, | consulted with Dr.Suganya, who became my academic
mentor and collaborator. We requested the budget from
Chiang Mai University and the National Research Council of
Thailand to establish a product development laboratory for
extracting antioxidants from rice. Now, we can sell rice by
gram using our exiracted anthocyanin, and we are the first

producer o do so.

How do organic farming and processing products from rice
extract create changes the lives of members of Group of
Community Enterprises of Thip Chang Amphur Hang Chat?
The lives of Group of Community Enterprises of Thip Chang
Amphur Hang Chat have changed dramatically. Firstly, their
health has improved. Secondly, they are able to cultivate rice
in a more joyful manner and sell it at prices they are satisfied
with. Instead of selling only paddy rice, they can mill the
paddy to sell the rice and exiract the rice bran to produce
anthocyanin, which generates higher profits than selling
paddy rice. These are things they had never experienced
before in their lives. Although their current income is not
abundant fo the point where their lives turn upside down,

it is undoubtedly more than what they have made in the past.
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In addition, the agricultural practices of the Group of
Community Enterprises of Thip Chang members have
changed. Previously, farmers inspected their own rice fields
or randomly bought things to put in their agricultural without
consulting the committees. These days, such practices are
prohibited. Farmers must follow the ICS and document their
activities systematically. This change has been for the better.
Even though many farmers have not yet to reach the level of
proficiency required o operate according to the ICS, in
the future, they will become more adept at it, and these
farmers will be a voice for future generations to follow
the ICS.

Meanwhile, changes began looming among neighboring
farmers still doing chemical farming. They started to have
a better aftitude toward organic farming practiced by
the Group of Community Enterprises of Thip Chang Amphur
Hang Chat. They notice start fo the difference in the price of
organic rice, which is sold for 21 baht per kilogram compared
to 8-9 baht per kilogram for chemically farmed rice, albeit
the cost of production for chemical farming being higher
from the use of chemical fertilizer. Although physical changes
have not yet occurred, they are beginning to agree with

the organic rice frend of the community enterprise.

How does Group of Community Enterprises of Thip Chang
Amphur Hang Chat see the future moving forward?

We want to bring our methods and knowledge to drive
forward so Thai rice farmers can survive with dignity and
pride in their profession. We want to help farmers increase

their product’s value rather than simply increase their yield.

Foreign investment is sfarting to pressure Thai farmers,
especially forcing them to sell their land for resort construction
instead. Farmers have become resort employees. | challenged
them with a question as to why they don't turn their lands into
gold. The existing organic farming knowledge that | have is
meant fo protect the lands in Thailand to be a food source
for future generations. | want fo change the image of Thai
farmers to be high-level professionals like Japanese farmers.
Thai farmers must talk about anthocyanin, an extract from rice

that contains antioxidants, and must be skilled entrepreneurs.
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Innovator’s Secrets: sharing methods of activist farmers

We need to hold frequent meetings and consultations with each
other. Be sure to attend all meetings. | have formed a community
enterprise since 2015, and we have met very often, 1-2 times a month.
After the group meetings, we ate our homemade meal, promoting
strengthen the relationships within our group. If there are any

problems, we share and listen to each other.

We need to define the group’s strategies and directions. If the
group of farmers does not establish a strategy and only rely on the

government's support. The group would fail in the long run.

The easiest way to help set up a group strategy is to look at
the driving forces in the global trend from the current 13th
National Economic and Social Development Plan. Analysts have
gathered advantages and disadvantages and set directions for
driving Thailand forward, such as “Goal 1: Thailand is a leading
country in high-value agricultural products and agricultural pro-
cessing.” This means that the government will focus on processing.
The future budget will be spent on processed agricultural products.

If you still sell unprocessed rice, you are falling behind.
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The 3" Sustainable Development Goals that focuses
on ensuring good health and well-being for people
across all ages. It includes reducing the global maternal
mortality rate, ending premature deaths of newborns
and children under five from treatable diseases, reducing
the risk of sudden death from non-communicable
diseases and fraffic accidents, ending the spread of
infectious diseases, preventing substance abuse, pro-
moting mental health awareness, and strengthening
access to universal health coverage so that people
globally can access affordable quality healthcare,

medications and vaccines.
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Good Health and Well-being

Health is a cornerstone of a good life. The stronger the health
of the people in a country or the less worry about getting
medical freatment, will enable people to become the forward
drive for the society. Therefore, many countries worldwide
place importance on healthcare policy, including building
a modern and efficent healthcare system that is accessible to

meet the needs of patients.

However, not all countries can, in reality, create an efficient
healthcare system. Healthcare inequality still exists. A report from
WHO in 2017 revealed that half of the world’s population

cannot access necessary medical freatment, and 100 million

people are pushed info extreme poverty due fo the unaffordable
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cost of treatment. Moreover, the COVID-19 pandemic has
shaken the entire healthcare system. Every country has faced
the challenge of a new epidemic which was unprecedented.
There are more than 200 million infected people worldwide
and a death toll of up o 4,461,999 as of 10 March 2023.
Impacted people’s lives, economies, and societies. Prioritizing
the development of healthcare systems to cope with changes

is a significant challenge for the world to prepare for.

Despite Thailand relatively robust healthcare system,
the COVID-19 pandemic has shed light on significant gaps in
policies and healthcare services. Elderly people with underlying
medical conditions were infected and died during the
COVID-19 outbreak, indicating unsuccessful efforts to prevent
and promote health during the difficult time. Meanwhile, many
hospitals were lacking medical equipment and supplies.
Hospital wards were in poor condition and could not withstand
the actual demands of patients in emergencies, particularly

in regional hospitals with many patients awaiting freatment.

Not only is the Thai healthcare system challenged by the
pandemic of our time, but it is also facing an increasing frend
of illnesses from environmental pollution. The transition to a
wholly aged society also causes more patients waiting for

medical treatment due to deteriorating physical health.

The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation, as one part of the society,
recognizes that the improvement of other qualities of life
hinges on good health. Therefore, the foundation supports
various healthcare projects that can be categorized info 3
types: 1) Healthy Food Research Project: researching to
develop products that are good for health and reduce
the risks of illness, 2) Medical Facilities Renovation Project:
raising healthcare standards for people to access public
health service equally, with a focus on supporting community
hospitals in the regions, and 3) Medical Equipment Donation
Project: ensuring that hospitals will have modern and adequate

medical equipment fo meet patients’ needs.
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Research on Developing Healthy Products with Prebi-
otics from Thai Organic Rice, for the Elderly Project
Chiang Mai University

Aging society or the society with a proportion of elderly peo-
ple or those aged 60 steadily increases while the proportion
of birth rate and working-age population decreases is no
longer an issue of a distance. Thailand is now entering a
completely aged society where the number of population

aged 60 and above exceeds 20% of the total population.
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As citizens enter retirement age together in large numbers,
concerns about annually increasing health budgeting
inevitably arise. Due to aging and deterioration of the bodies,
elderly are at risk of non-communicable diseases that require
long-term care such as cardiovascular disease, cancer,
diabetes, kidney disease, stroke, and pneumonia. The data
by the Thailand Development Research Institute (TDRI) on
healthcare cost estimates and healthcare and health promotion
shows that if the government still does not implement measures
to control healthcare costs and lifestyles for elderly people,
healthcare costs in the country are expected to soar to 2.2
trillion baht in 2032. Therefore, it is necessary to prepare for
the increasing number of elderly populations by prioritizing
on getting elders treated at medical institutions to reduce
chronic disease, as well as promoting health, providing
knowledge for disease prevention, employing innovation and
technology advancements for the best possible self-care of

eldery people.

The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation and the Faculty of Science,
Chiang Mai University, collaborate on research to create
innovative and healthy beverages for the elderly, made from
the development of the fermentation of Thai organic rice from
organic farming methods. The research project focuses on
the development of prebiotics, which are food for beneficial
microbes. Prebiotics help to stimulate the functioning of
bacteria in the colon and inhibit the growth of other bacteria

that can cause disease.

Throughout the process, the research team has developed
prebiotics by researching Thai rice varieties suitable for
the fermentation process and resistant starch production from
20 varieties of non-glutinous rice and 6 varieties of glutinous
rice. They selected high-quality microorganisms and yeasts
before undergoing the fermentation process of Thai organic
rice under suitable period and conditions to produce
high-quality Koji rice. This was made into drinkable Amazake

beverage, full of nutrients that strengthen the body’s immune
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system, protect against infections in the digestive system,
prevent colon cancer, alleviate constipation, trap fat and
sugar in the digestive system, and reduce the risk of non-
communicable diseases (NCDs) such as diabetes, and

cardiovascular disease.

The success of research and development of healthy edibles
for the elderly with prebiotics from Thai organic rice not only
promotes good health for the elderly in Thailand, but also
serves as a protfotype for applying often perceived as out-of-
reach academic knowledge to create added value products
from organic rice in the real market. This increases income
for farmers who love organic rice farming and strengthens
further exchange of knowledge and working processes
among communities, society, networks of academics, and

actual farmers.

Japanese superfood - amazake

Amazake, also known as sweet sake, is a thick, milky-white beverage
made by fermenting rice with Koji, a type of fungus called
Aspergillus oryzae. It is considered a superfood that has been
a part of Japanese culture for a long time. It is non-alcoholic, which

makes it suitable for people of all ages and genders to consume.
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Sharing Beautiful Teeth among Students Project, Nakhon
Chaisi Hospital

Dental health problems such as cavities and gum disease are
essential issues for elementary school children, as they directly
affect their health and daily lives. Not only does tooth pain impact
their concentration in classes and reduce their appetite, it also

affects their confidence in smiling.

According fo a survey of oral health status to monitor the oral health
situation of school-aged children in Nakhon Chaisi district, Nakhon
Pathom, in the fiscal years 2019 and 2020, it was found that 39.6%
and 45.5% of 12-year-old children had dental caries, respectively.
The prevalence of dental caries in school-aged children is increasing

due to the closure of schools during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation collaborated with the dental
department of Nakhon Chaisi Hospital to implement the ‘Sharing
Beautiful Teeth among Students Project’ to promote access fo
dental health services for primary school students in 15 - 6 grades
in 16 schools. The project involves oral health checkups, treatment
of dental caries, and other dental services that take care of children’s
oral and dental health. The Foundation supported dental equipment
with a fofal cost of 130,104.90 baht, including 25 sets of cavity filling
materials worth 44,993.50 baht, 350 bottles of fluoride gel worth
10,500 baht, 17,663.55 baht for fluoride gel's trays, and three types
of dental filling materials, 20 tubes each, worth 55,711.40 baht.
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SMILE PRESERVATION RESULT

- A total of 2,419 students from 16 schools received dental check-ups.

- 881 students received fluoride coatings.

- 646 students, totaling 1,520 teeth, received dental sealants to prevent cavities in hard-to-clean areas.
- 117 students, totaling 151 teeth, students had fillings.

- 70 students received teeth cleanings.
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Improvement of the Air Conditioning System in the

Dental Room Project at the Nakhon Chaisi Hospital

From the patient's perspective, the atmosphere of the dental
room may induce intimidation, but many may not realize
that the dental room is indeed a high-risk area. Each dental
procedure such as filling, scaling, or treating gums or teeth,
often generates small airborne particles, that spread
throughout the room. Without an excellent air-conditioning
system, disease-causing germs will continue to contaminate
the air of the dental room, quickly spreading. Increases

the risks to dental staffs and patients’ health.
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Nakhon Chaisi Hospital, located in Nakhon Pathom, is
a community hospital with a team of dental professionals and
operational capacity. However, due to limitations in the air
management system in the dental rooms, the hospital cannot
provide standardized dentistry and enough treatment for the
public who come as users. The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation,
therefore, supported the improvement of the air conditioning
and ventilation system in the hospital’s 5 dental rooms which
are: a dental room and rooms number 1-4, with a total cost
of 1,968,316 baht. Recognizing that this small hospital is
a primary healthcare provider in the community, people can
access quality healthcare services if its medical service can

be improved fo its fullest potential.

To modernize the denfal rooms of Nakhon Chaisi Hospital
and bring them to meet the requirements for accreditation
of quality and safety in dental practice of Thai Dental Clinic
Accreditation: TCDA, the dental rooms have been improved
by installing air blower with HEPA Filter, air ventilators, and

air purifiers to fill all spaces with pure air.

The air conditioning system of the dental rooms at Nakhon
Chaisi Hospital has been designed and inspected to meet
the standards from Health Service Support Center No.5,
the Building and Environmental Standard Unit, Department
of Health Service Support, Ministry of Public Health.
Furthermore, it is under the control of officers and safety
regulations of the Nakhon Chaisi Hospital at every step of
the installation process, ensuring that the aforementioned
dental room air conditioning system has excellent safety
standards and is the best dental room air filtration system

in Nakhon Pathom province.
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THE OPERATION OF THE AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM IN THE DENTAL CLINIC

1,963,316 baht is the budget for upgrading the air conditioning and ventilation system of 5 dental rooms at Nakhon Chaisi Hospital
- HEPA Filter Air Blower brings in clean air from the outside info the dental room, but prevents small dust particles from entering.

- Air Ventilator ventilates circulated air inside the dental room and purifies the air before releasing it outside to prevent the impact
on the community and the environment.

- Air Purifier in the room can remove small dust particles, bacteria, mold, and viruses in the building effectively. It filters to circulate

pure air in the dental room, ensuring safety for the working medical staff and the public who come to use the service.
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Renovation of the Sujinno Building Project at Maharaj Nakorn

Chiang Mai Hospital, Mueang, Chiang Mai

Sujinno Building, Maharaj Nakorn Chiang Mai Hospital, is an
inpatient ward providing medical services to the public from 17
provinces in the northern region for over 40 years. As it is the
main building to accommodate patients who require postoperative
care or special medical attention, it is in constant use. As a result,
the building is now dilapidated and no longer meets the standard
of patient buildings. The medical equipment is also limited and

has been in use for a long time.

Therefore, the Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation donated 1,000,000
baht to the Suandok Hospital Foundation, Faculty of Medicine,
Chiang Mai University, fo be used in the project of Sujinno Building
renovation at the Maharaj Nakorn Chiang Mai Hospital, with
the hope of improving patient care environment, ensuring the safety
of the building, and securing the use of Sujinno Building to care

for patients in the future the following medical international standards.
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Operational plans for renovation

1. Renovate 106 standard patient rooms that were in crowded
condition and 78 unique patient rooms fo enhance safety and

accommodate future patients

2. Upgrade the Emergency Room to become a One-Stop-Service
ER that includes Cardiac Catheterization Lab, examination rooms
for stroke and Thrombosis, and an operating room that can treat
emergency cases without transferring to enhance the capability of

immediately treatment.

3. Public utilities system upgrade as well as procuring sufficient
medical equipment and technologically advanced medical devices
to support the patient care process for maximum efficiency in the

long term.
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Enhancing Phon Hospital to be a Middle-level Hospital (M2)

for South Khon Kaen Project

Access to healthcare and health services at every age is a funda-
mental right that all humans should have. Whether a small or large
hospital, near or far from the city, they should be given attention
to distribute healthcare resources to care for the health of the Thai

population as widely as possible.

Phon Hospital is a hospital in Phon District, a large district which
has the busiest trade and traffic in the south zone of Khon Kaen.
Unavoidably, Phon Hospital has become a hospital that provides
health services to many people. Improving the quality of healthcare
services is, therefore, necessary, resulting in collaboration between
Phon Hospital, local people, government agencies and private
organizations to drive Phon Hospital to become a Middle-level
hospital: M2 in the South Khon Kaen zone, so that people in Phon
districts and nearby districts such as Waeng Yai, Waeng Noi, and
Nong Song Hong can access specialized medical services more
conveniently. Reduced the need to transfer patients for treatment to

hospitals in the city and reduce the financial burden on patients who
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have to travel long distances or receive longterm continuous

therapy.

In the past, Phon Hospital faced several problems in upgrading
the quality of medical care, such as the two-story outpatient building
that deteriorated continuously since its opening in 1982, causing
the building structure to not comply with current standards.
Operating rooms needed to be increased, and the hospital could
only accommodate 30 beds, not enough for the number of patients

receiving freatment, which exceeded 600 cases per day.

To increase the capacity of the hospital to meet the needs of patients,
provide timely assistance in case of emergencies, and be a network
for public recognition to raise funds for resources such as medical
devices, durable medical articles, scientific equipment, durable office
arficles, IT equipment and other supplies to enhance the efficiency
of the healthcare system to be modernized and adequately provide
specialized medical services. The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation,
therefore, signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with
Phon Hospital to donate a sum of 20,000,000 baht to build
a fourstory outpatient building. The first floor is a parking lot for
patients. The second floor is for the outpatient department, specialty
clinics, a patient card department, a pharmacy, and an X-ray room.
The third floor includes the Intensive Care Unit (ICU), blood bank,
medical technical department, and dental department. The fourth
floor locates the operating-room and delivery room. To prepare
the hospital and increase its capabilities to accommodate patients

in the future.
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Doing Good for People to See Project at Banphaeo
Hospital

Cataract is the country’s top eye health problem that if left
untreated would eventually lead to blindness in the elderly.
According fo the estimates, 60,000 new patients from cataracts
appear each year, while, more than 100,000 accumulated
patients are waiting for treatment each year. These patients
live in remote areas where expert ophthalmologists are still
need to improve. They also are impoverished and therefore
cannot afford healthcare costs, as well as knowledge about

the disease and having fear about the treatment.
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Banphaeo Hospital (public organization), located in
Ban Phaeo District, Samut Sakhon, is a state-supervised
hospital that can perform cataract surgeries. The hospital
recognizes the importance of addressing this issue and
wishes o reduce the number of cataract patients to help them
regain clear vision. Therefore, the hospital collaborated with
the National Health Security Office (NHSO) and launched
a mobile catfaract surgery unit that travels weekly to remote
areas with a shortage of ophthalmologists. The project was

initiated in 2006 and has been ongoing until now.

To support the ‘Doing Good for People to See’ Project of
Banphaeo Hospital (public organization), the Suthirat
Yoovidhya Foundation donated 1,050,000 baht to launch
a proactive service unit for patients with blinding cataracts
ranging from moderate fo severe vision impairment in areas
where there is a shortage of ophthalmologists or low surgical
services. The goal is fo freat elderly patients who cannot access
healthcare coverage or are financially disadvantaged but
urgently require surgery to regain their vision. The donation
will provide treatment for 100 eyes, with 1,000,000 baht
allocated for cataract surgery and 50,000 baht for patient

screening expenses.

In 2022, Banphaeo Hospital (public organization) used
the donation funds to implement the project in Chanthaburi,
Surin and Samut Sakhon. A total of 1,521 patients were
screened and 57 patients received surgery for cataracts, out

of a total of 509 surgeries performed. The details are:

Khao Sukim Hospital, Chanthaburi, 29 patients
Chom Phra Hospital, Surin, 14 patients
Chumphon Buri Hospital, Surin, 12 patients

Banphaeo International Eye Hospital, 2 patients
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Auto CPR Machine Donation Project at Nakhon Chaisi Hospital.

Emergency care is not only necessary for patients with heart disease,
stroke, Acute Coronary Syndrome-ACS, septicemia, shock, head
injury, or asthma. Patients with non-communicable diseases such
as diabetes, hypertension, hypercholesterolemia, and kidney
disease risk of developing severe symptoms leading to cardiac
arrest. Therefore, emergency care should be well-prepared by

healthcare personnel in all hospitals.

Nakhon Chaisi Hospital, a state-supervised hospital with a capacity
for patient care services, found that their method of first aid for
those who have stopped breathing or whose hearts have stopped
beating to re-breathe and the circulation of oxygen and blood to
return to normal (Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation: CPR) has several
limitations. For example, they need an adequate number of staff

and must ask for a CPR team from other units to assist in pumping
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the patient's heart. The staff becomes fatigued due to the long
process of lifesaving that takes longer than 30 minutes, resulting
in a decrease in the effectiveness of resuscitation. Additionally
there is insufficient personal protective equipment supply during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation, therefore, supports a budget of
900,000 baht to purchase the Auto CPR device to save the lives of
the patients in the same manner with as CPR or a procedure of
compressing the chest approximately 5 centimeters deep at a constant
rate on a person lying on their back to stimulate the heart to beat
again. This increases the efficiency and the chance of patients who
sfop breathing to survive. As a result of 2022 after using the Auto CPR
device, 4 out of 12 patients with cardiac arrest were successfully
resuscitated. This also reduced the risk of infection for medical staff
who were freating COVID-19 patients and reduced the use of
personnel resources, allowing medical personnel to treat other

emergency patients during resuscitation.
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CUEEN SIHIKIT NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF CHILD HEALTH

Medical Equipment to the Queen Sirikit National Institute of
Child Health (Children’s Hospital) Donation Project

In one year, Thailand has approximately 800,000 newborns,
of which 24,000-40,000 are born with congenital abnormalities.

Congenital heart disease, chromosome disorders, limb-girdle
muscular dystrophy, cleft lip and cleft palate, and cerebral and
spinal cord palsy from neural tube defects are important issues that
require attention, as they not only cause the death of infants at
a rate of 20-30%, but also cause illness that affects families, society
and the country because the country has to bear the cost for treat-

ing these conditions.
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The Queen Sirikit National Institute of Child Health is a state health
institution specializing in treating all health problems and illnesses
in children. It also has a comprehensive program for the care and
treatment of newborns with abnormalities, providing them
the opportunity fo access treatment process and quick recovery,
increasing their chances of survival, and reducing the risk of
complications such as chronic lung disease, intestinal problems,
and visual impairments, all of which can have long-term effects on
the lives of young patients. Access to timely medical treatment will
result in a positive chain reaction for Thai society to have a healthy

population which can be a force to drive the country forward.

To support the operation of the Queen Sirikit National Institute of
Child Health, the Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation has donated
medical equipment worth 1,768,000 baht.

Medical equipment for the lives of little children

1. Olympus CX23 microscope for detecting cancer cells in children,

2 units.

2. A set of fiber optic laryngoscopes, a 5 blade model with LED
Handle for examining the windpipe and inserting breathing tubes

in disease diagnosis, 10 units.

3. Pulse Oximeter Masimo Set, Model Rag-G to measure the oxygen
saturation level in the blood while moving pediatric patients after

sedation, 2 units.

4. Endolaser 120 physical therapy laser device for repairing

inflamed areas, 1 unit.

5. Transport Monitor, Efficia CM 150 Patient monitor, for monitoring
heart function and vital signs in critically ill patients when transferring

patients to wards or other departments, 4 units.

These medical tools and equipment are provided with the hope of
saving lives and alleviate pain in young patients so that they can
return to good health, return to the embrace of their families, and

grow up to be the pillars of the country in the future.
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Supporting the Making of Prosthetic Legs for helpless lower-limp

amputee Project

The Prostheses Foundation In Her Royal Highness Princess
Srinagarindra Boromarajonani was founded in 1992 with a significant
mission to solve the problem of prosthetic leg shortages for
the helpless lower-limp amputee through research and development.
The foundation produces high-quality prosthetic legs for people
with disabilities of all races and religions, and also has prosthetic
leg components for organizations that can make prosthetic legs
similar to those made by the foundation and provided additional
equipment to improve the quality of life of prosthetic leg users,
allowing them to lead a normal and happy life in society and

pursue a career to support themselves and their families.

Currently, there are approximately 3,000 people per year requesting
prosthetic legs. To support the work of the Prostheses Foundation
In Her Royal Highness Princess Srinagarindra Boromarajonani,
the Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation donated a sum of 1,000,000 baht

to provide opportunities for people with disabilities to thrive.
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Progress of prosthetic legs

The Prostheses Foundation In Her Royal Highness Princess
Srinagarindra Boromarajonani has a globally renowned reputation
for producing high-quality and affordable prostheses due to its
long-standing production. The foundation has been able to share
its knowledge with other interested countries, whether in neighboring
countries like Southeast Asian countries or developing countries

such as a group of Africa countries.

Many people are familiar with the campaign to donate aluminum
can pulltabs for making prosthetic legs by the foundation. However,
nowadays the foundation has utilized the innovation from material
science fo produce solid flexible prosthetic legs according to the
international standard of ISO 10328. Despite this, the campaign to
collect the pull fabs continues. The foundation will sell the donated
aluminum to industrial factories and use the funds to procure more
efficient material to create opportunities and new horizons for

people with disabilities.
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“There was an old lady who underwent surgery under the mobile
cataract surgery project of Banphaeo General Hospital and could
to see again. She told me, ‘Before the surgery, daytime was as
dark as nighttime. After the surgery, the nighttime was as bright
as daytime.” Her words made me determined to help people with
vision problems to see again,” said Dr. Pornthep Pongtawigorn,
a neuro-ophthalmologist and director of Banphaeo General
Hospital (a private organization). He was one of the key players
driving the mobile medical unit project that has helped people
who have lost their vision in remote areas for over 20 years,
clearly depicts his determination to improve the lives of blind
people. He also shared the beginning of his inspiration to give
visual opportunities for those who lack them. It grew when he
worked as a general practitioner in small hospitals in Chanthaburi,
and even more when he saw people struggling to sell their farmlands

to cure one of their eyes.

From the 4™ survey of blindness status in the years 2006-2007,
the Eye Health Promotion Working Group, Ministry of Public
Health, found that the main cause of 51% of visual loss was cataracts.
Timely cataract surgery can help half of those who have blindness
to regain their sight. However, the major problem is that most

patients are in remote areas, requiring a long surgery.
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After completing his study on ophthalmology and practicing
at Banphaeo General Hospital, he was determined to fulfill
his aspiration. He formed a team of surgeons and carried
out the mobile cataract surgery project in the remote area
for over 20 years. He has gained frust as a mobile surgical

unit from patients nationwide.

Although he has successfully achieved what he set out to do,
Dr. Phornthep’s desire to help blind people regain their vision
is incomplete. He remains committed to the project and works
with various organizations fo create opportunities for vision
restoration through hospital surgeries and mobile surgical

units.

How did ‘the Doing Good for People to Notice’ Project,
a mobile medical unit to help the underprivileged in
remote areas, change people live's?

We have been providing mobile cataract surgical services
for almost 20 years, traveling to perform surgeries and
follow up with patients in community hospitals to provide

convenience for patients who live in remote areas. In this
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way, they do not have fo visit city hospitals because traveling
from community hospitals to city hospitals takes a lot of effort.
In many areas, many patients even decide to forego traveling

to get treatment.

In the past, we have helped at least 5,000-6,000 people
to regain their visions each year, both in our country and
neighboring countries. However, due fo the spread of
COVID-19 pandemic, we had to halt the project because
we could not perform surgeries during that time. When
the pandemic began to subside, we found that many patients

were waiting for surgeries. More people were blinded.

We realized that we rely on more than government support
from the National Health Security Office (NHSO). We
wondered how we could increase the number of surgeries
we perform, so we discussed the details of the project with
the Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation that we want to help and
provide opportunities for those who have lost their visions

at moderate fo early severe levels to regain their vision.

What do you find interesting for each mobile surgical
unit frip?

While on a mobile medical unit for cataract surgery, | noticed
a lot of issues. | met a 74-year-old elder in Kamphaeng Phet
who was thin and frail, and her hair was unkempt. While | was
examining, her relatives said, “Grandma has been eating rice
with tears for 10 years.” At first, | thought | misheard it, but
it was rice and tears because she lost vision for both eyes
for 10 years. When eating, the relative would put a spoon in
her hand and fake her hand to tap the plate to let her know
the estimate of the dish. She would then scoop the rice and
cry in despair. After she underwent surgery at the mobile
unit of Banphaeo Hospital, | saw her walking up to me from
a distance and greeted me the next day. | knew she was able
to see in that second. She would never have to eat rice with
tears again. Her unkempt hair was now neat. She was a brand
new person. | was so ecsfatic. We see these people’s

happiness because of surgeries.

| have encountered patients who come with severe diabetic

retinopathy. We tried to help and treat them, but they went
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blind anyway because it was too late. It took too long for us
to meet the patients finally. Everything was too slow, and in
some cases, they just could not wait. | knew then that eyes
are critical. One person’s blindness can impact many others,
so | was determined to help people with blindness. Therefore,
we launched a project to build the Banphaeo International
Eye Hospital where people can depend on. We built enough
operating rooms so that people would not have to wait and

increased their chances of being seen again.

What are the challenges of raising money to build
a hospital?

We did not receive any government funding support. We
have to build the hospital solely with donations, which is very
difficult because Banphaeo Hospital is not as famous as the

state hospitals in Bangkok.

We started this project in 2015 by estimating the construction
budget at around 400 million baht. It took almost 10 years to
build as it takes time tfo raise funds. | had to collect money
from donors and organized many projects such as the Doing
Good for People to See Project, the Opportunities to See
Project, and the rope offering event by the Buddhist Supreme
Patriarch enabled us to raise enough funds to build this
building. However, we still need more funding for the
operating rooms because they are special rooms that require
a lot of money. Fortunately, the Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation
came fo support us by donating 69,900,000 baht to build
9 standardized operating rooms and support the budget for
the ‘Doing Good for People to See’ project, allowed us to
mobilize and provide a mobile surgical unit to service 100
eyes fo cafaract patients in remote areas. This support helped
open opportunities for patients to access treatment more

quickly.

In addition to the standard care, is there anything special
about the operating rooms?

When patients are sent for eye surgery, relatives often wait
anxiously outside the operating room without knowing any-
thing. The area outside the operating room is often uninviting,
so we redesigned the room to have a high, airy ceiling and

an atmosphere that doesn't feel like a hospital, so people
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waiting outside can feel relaxed and not worry about what's
happening in the operating room. The relatives can observe
the surgical procedure through a one-way glass window, to

ensure that the patient is receiving the best possible care.

What is the future direction of Banphaeo Hospital?

| dream that Banphaeo Hospital will be the hospital that helps
the underprivileged and connects opportunity givers and
the underprivileged whether for eyes, hearts, cancer, or
anything else in the future that we can help underprivileged
patients in this country, enabling them to live a happy life

again.

Doctor’s Secrets: Ways forward to community health

Prioritize the team. With a team, accomplishing this agenda is easier.
Each deployment must have at least 4 doctors and 20 medical
personnel. Everyone on the team will need to spend their weekends
to go and help increase the chances of these patients to see. Having

a trusted and goal-oriented team is crucial.

Having a good network of supporters is crucial to driving the
success of a project, mainly through donations of medical equipment
that use for surgeries. Such equipment includes phacoemulsification
equipment, gowns, and operating equipment due to since the fact
that community hospitals in remote areas lack medical tools and
equipment. Besides monetary support there are other forms of
support, such as providing free airfare tickets for ophthalmologists
to help reduce travel time, facilitating them to perform surgeries

efficiently.

Work with community hospitals who see the importance of
providing visions to patients in remote areas. The community
hospitals will have to prepare stretchers, beds, and patient meals as

well as facilitate surgeries for up to 100-200 cataract patients.
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Quality Education is the 4™ sustainable development
goals, which recognizes that universal and equal access
to education will contribute to economic growth, close
social gaps, and reduce inequalities in all dimension.
Therefore, it aims to eliminate gender disparities in
education and ensure all boys and girls have access
to free primary and secondary education. It also aims
to provide affordable vocational training opportunities
for youth and adults, and open up education and
vocational training opportunities to vulnerable groups,
such as persons with disabilities and indigenous

people, on an equal basis.



SDGs 4

nsAnuulusingrudrdluntswauminensuyws uaz
@ <y °  a ' o a v <] <

HuiuWasE A ABNTRRILNUSZINATIA N9IANNINTTFANEN
= Lo oA =g B o & =
nilpunmatemtaazinnaIulumilautiuladuusni
PEENTZAUAUN IR uazdieanAumasua ifuauly

o

Fary nansszmaasliaudAyfuNsAng auwsiun

Ansnwuasauludszma franismandngasnisAnundu
& = N v Na < qoo '
wugnu swldfeeanuuunisiFauinaantdn waliduladn
dszrnslulszimAazlsziuanuiatueanidauls aunsald

MeszaTunazsiagangnisusznavaninluauneam

ate1sfA anunsailain-19 Suaaauszuunisfneiilan
Euiﬂnmawﬂmuuﬁqé’]é’mLmﬂ?tyﬁ’ummmnwl,aﬂuwé’u
IMARAALIE IEAIUANTUAMLALANAADENAINTTULNTANEN
Turusifeatu nsndsuguiuunisFaunisaawdunis
BruFrirunteeeaulal vinlidndwauludesiivssangniw
nsFeudiiansas ilugnisFauosnas andayavas
gu1A1stan (World Bank) uardnntfuansauasgiudin
(UNESCO Institute for Statistics: UIS) Wua1 ANENNAU
n1N3B8us (Learning Poverty) Femnedanasiitenau
Tiannsaduaanidauld viadiusandeulsiaaunides
fingasu 101 lunguiinuaziemalulsznaseliunas
wazeellish deulsaszunpagisasa: 53 ituilufesaz 70
nnsaanisallutane w.a. 2563 asnauliiiunansznu
AAAUAINNITANHIINAINAMAdTUNITUTIISTANIS
ninennslaesithisunsntiamaaldadneiuniad il
Titfusufutigmisafiasszuunmsfnmannsauaan
quﬂa:mmiuﬂizmﬂﬁﬁmwggwu:ﬁi"w

dszmalnaaanteyanuimmealulssifunis@nuifuimeniu
nilafeIuulszannsinatiagas vinlrlsaseuuunmian
P v a o a o v v
naglnatulsudszunaldinaswanizinanaagiiine swa
AaAuERINTg wazlindausudanisisauiuazalnsalnig
Feufldacnamunzay audimasianunmnsAnaaan iy
X 4 < J A ™ Yo = o
wuiinalna anluwunvuunlilafunisAnndaunin
fafauiudiamane veanseieldlasulantanianisanun
a 1 a v o o X P o Y
nwimsnlussiudungsuu wWasanuisasauniadan
ypsratuaanannisAnsivaunduidslunismituiaes
nviag

78

uananAMuimefiiaifasiussuunisAnwni AT
nslinudAyiunisansziivasanug lddrezidunis
wiulWuazanuiynlniiuaiauninuag Medan1sasnnug
nMesuAalTauessy Tlautasannudsunisinemsgaln

o

dinumsnsmedan fiasdivasinediady
wsziiudatlomdiangnn yalifanssen aginan Jadnsa
atfuayulpssnisifendasiuniefnunlunanesia Flaeinszotu
AunmnsAne lulsaFauaumdn taugunisAne uaz
wilsFaiauanudiiifinsaslanalidindanis Faung
AN ausuliAuFneriinunsdundd duaiunisiiy
TinuaunadunsysuzanInssy Usthninssy saulufs
atfusyunsysuzInenesu UszRunssy uazlusouaniuuas
e fhemTrinazdeliwaidasingldFunisfnuiitinuniw
athawiniien sunsafevnuasiBudisanuiiuasiniaslily
FTELEN? ﬁv’qﬁqLﬂummuﬁaﬁuﬁquﬂw%’nmmmn’iﬁuuﬁﬁﬂm

Wiffuaugustialy




Education is a cornerstone in the development of human
resources, and a key pillar for national development. Access
to universal and equal quality education is like the first step in
raising the quality of life and reducing social inequality. Many
countries, thus, place great importance on education. They
strive to develop the potential of their people through
designing curriculums for primary education and lifelong
learning, to ensure that the population will be knowledgeable
and literate, able to go on about their daily life and thrive in

their future careers.

However, the COVID-19 situation has shaken up the education
system worldwide. Some parents had to face sudden poverty
and a lack of income source, causing children under their
custodies to drop out of the education system. At the same

time, the switch to online learning has resulted in many children

having a reduced learning efficiency and a decline in their
learning. The data from the World Bank and the UNESCO

Quality Education

Institute for Statistics (UIS) depict that ‘Learning Poverty’, which
refers to the condition where children are unable to read and
write or can read and write very litfle by the age of 10, was
at 53% before the pandemic among children and youth
in low to middle-income countries. Increased to 70%
by estimates at the end of 2020, reflecting the impact on
the quality of education due to the failure of resource
management fo provide timely assistance from the government
does not yet include the ongoing problems of the education
system due to budgetary constraints in countries with low

economic status.

Thailand itself faces challenges in the issue of education. Due
to a decreasing birth rate, small schools near homes need
more budgets to hire enough teachers to meet the demand
and provide appropriate learning media and equipment,
which impacts the quality of education for children in remote
areas. These children in rural areas receive a different quality
of education than those in the capital city or even have
the same opportunities for higher education. Some families
pull their children out of school to work and earn money to
support the family. Apart from the challenges related to
the compulsory education system, there are significant
gaps fo address about upgrading knowledge, including
revitalizing passion or providing up+o-date knowledge for
teachers, managing art and cultural knowledge, and providing

new agricultural knowledge to small scale farmers.

Recognizing such issues, The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation
has joined in supporting education-related projects on various
fronts. Including elevating the quality of education in small
schools, providing scholarships and supplementary books
so that underprivileged children can access high-quality
learning, providing training in organic farming, promoting
the development of technical skills in the conservation of Thai
art and sculpture, and supporting the restoration of art,
sculpture and archeological sites. We hope that this will help
Thai citizens equally access quality education, become
self-reliant, and fulfill their dreams in the long term. We hope
they will also serve as a small but vital part of preserving Thai

cultural heritage for future generations.
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A Small School’s Education Quality Improvement Project at
Wat Khao Yi San (Pramuk Vetchakit) School

Wat Khao Yi San (Pramuk Vetchakit) School is a small school
located in Samut Songkhram that educates children in the community
from early childhood to the end of primary school. The school
has less than 80 students and only 10 teachers across all levels.
Therefore, one teacher is responsible for teaching several subjects,

and handling other administrative tasks of the school.

Because small schools in community areas are essential pillars that
serve the same function of sandpaper polishing the children in remote
areas and allowing them to access education, knowledge, and life
skills just like children in the cities, The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation
joins as part of the effort to improve the quality of education. The aim
is fo create equality or reduce gaps in educational quality, increase
opportunities for further education, and provide a model of teaching
management for small schools to achieved through support in
recruiting additional teachers in subjects such as mathematics,
agriculture, physical education, and educational support staff to

ensure that there is a teacher for every subject and every grade level,
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students can learn and develop to their fullest potential. Together
with the Innovative Learning Center at Srinakharinwirot University,
training is provided fo enhance the skills of teachers under the
Teacher Competency Development Program to improve the quality
of learning for students. The teachers are expected to provide diverse
learning experiences, keeping up with changing academic content
and technology such as learning how to produce media for filming
and editing videos, using games as teaching tools, and developing

a growth mindset, developing personality and presentation skills.

In addition, the foundation provides academic skills development
activities which is infensive tutoring for 61 grade students to improve
academic performance. We also promote integrated learning,
enhancing life and career skills through many activities including the
program called Yi San Following the Father’s Footsteps, non-toxic
vegetable planting in the school project, and supporting staff to
develop Hoon Sai Chor Cha Kram Puppets, which have gained fame
for the school and the province. External organizations even contact
the school to learn about the puppets and request performances
oufside the area, considered a model for developing small schools

in remote areas.
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Underprivileged Scholarship Presentation Project

Thailand has a policy that allows Thai children and youth to
access compulsory education free of charge for 15 years,
supported by state funding for individual subsidies, tuition
fees, textbooks, school uniforms, school supplies, and
student development activities in the hope of helping
parents from the financial burden and increase equal
education opportunities. However, the funding is not
enough to cover all expenses. Parents still have to bear a
significant portion of the costs, a problem that affects the
education of children from low-income families. This does
not include the additional problems of household debt and
health issues, which put many children at risk of dropping

out of school.
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According to a survey by the CCF (Community Children
Foundation) Under the Royal Patronage of HRH Princess Maha
Chakri Sirindhorn, which has been providing assistance to
underprivileged children in rural areas since 1957, in forms
of scholarships, learning materials, support for self-sufficient
youth models, and training in promoting health and well-
being. There are currently 42,602 children and youth under

the foundation’s care, and below are some of the findings.

67% or 28,543 children under care have been affected by
COVID-19, including reduced household income, job loss,
or relocation, resulting in these children being at risk of

dropping out of school.

31% or 13,207 children under care live with extended family
members. They are separated from the care of their parents
who may have moved to work elsewhere or divorced. They
receive care from grandparents who earn income from odd

jobs and elderly allowances.

2% or 852 children under care have health problems and
chronic diseases that require continuous treatment or live

with parents who have disabilities or chronic health problems.
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The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation has collaborated with
the CCF Under the Royal Patronage of HRH Princess Maha
Chakri Sirindhorn to support 400 scholarships, each valued
at 2,500 baht, for children with good behavior from low-
income families or those whose parents have a monthly net
income not exceeding 5,000 baht and who do not receive
educational scholarships from other organizations in 12
provinces, which are Sakon Nakhon, Nong Khai, Mukdahan,
Satun, Nakhon Phanom, Narathiwat, Amnat Charoen, Sa Kaeo,
Si Sa Ket, Nong Bua Lam Phu, Tak, and Chiang Rai.

This scholarship aims to open the door to learning for
underprivileged children, increasing their opportunities with
greater and equal access to the education system to grow
info quality citizens. It wishes to help them realize their dreams

and uplift their quality of life in the long run.
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400 scholarships, unlocking the door
to learning for Thai children

Sakon Nakhon
Nong Khai
Mukdahan
Safun

Nakhon Phanom
Narathiwat
Amnat Charoen

57 scholars
49scholars
49 scholars
46scholars
45scholar
43scholar
27 scholars

TrrrRNNNe

hips
hips
hips
hips
ships
ships
hips

Sa Kaeo
Si Sa Ket

Nong Bua Lam Phu

Tak
Chiang Rai

24 scholars
22 scholars
19 scholars
15 scholars
10 scholars
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hips
hips
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Thai Encyclopedia Donation to Schools for Underprivileged
Children Project.

The charm of opening a book and reading it page by page, in
haling the scent of paper and immersing oneself in its imaginative
stories from the letters is a spell captivating many which makes
them fall in love with reading. Although nowadays we can search
and access information from around the world quickly and in
various formats not just in written words, many research studies
still clearly state that receiving information through reading books,
line by line, helps the brain understand and memorize content

better than reading through a screen.

Although books are a relatively inexpensive medium compared to
other forms of knowledge, the problem of inequality makes it difficult
for every family or school to obtain the books they need. Many
schools in remote areas still needs books and learning resources, and
their libraries often go years without new books. This is especially
true for encyclopedias that contain a wealth of knowledge beyond

the classroom, with rich content and beautiful illustrations.
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The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation joined hands with the CCF
Under the royal Patronage of HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
to create a project that supports Thai language encyclopedias for
children and youth in libraries of the schools for underprivileged
children. The project aims fo provide opportunities for children in
remote schools to access quality encyclopedias that meet the demand,
enabling them to learn and enhance their reading and writing skills
and encouraging them to explore the topics of their interests such as
history, astronomy and space, science, politics and government, and
everyday life knowledge. Teachers can also use these resources as
learning materials into their lesson plans to provide more opportunities
for their students to learn. This creates equal opportunities for under-
privileged children to access quality education, which will help them

become quality citizens.

Last year, the project provided 2,000 Thai language encyclopedias
to 200 underprivileged schools in 27 provinces throughout Thailand.
The schools consist of 85 primary schools, 105 opportunity expansion
schools, and 10 secondary schools, providing 41,104 students with

access to books.
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Chiang Rai
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Internal Control Systems (ICS) Training and Organic
Farming Standard Project with the Buriram Rajabhat

University

The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation is an organization that
recognizes the importance of organic farming, or holistic
agriculture that supports and benefits the ecosystem, increases
biological diversity, and avoids the use of chemicals in all
stages of production. Therefore, it develops organic farming
systems to promote targeted groups of farmers to transform
from chemical farming to organic farming. It also certifies
them as organic under the SALANA PGS standard to improve
the production standard, build quality yields, and generate
sustainable income. This work is in line with the philosophy
of Buriram Rajabhat University, higher education for local
development with a mission to develop knowledge, produce
graduates, and create quality educational opportunities for
all while also providing academic services to communities
and society to enhance the quality of life for people in the

Northeastern region.
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Both organizations have thus joined forces to provide
theoretical learning in conjunction with practical fieldwork in
the pilot community of Group of Organic Rice Farming Baan
Nam Om, Roi-Et. The objective is to provide students in
the field of social development of the Faculty of Humanities
and Social Sciences with the opportunity to enhance their work
experience with farmers in the area. It also aims to promote
farmer’s understanding of organic farming standards and ICS
to improve the quality of rice production that follows organic

farming standards.

This practice was carried out through on-site training o provide
knowledge and strengthen the community’s management
system of organic farming. Additionally, ICS was established
to serve as a guideline for managing and controlling the
production of Jasmine Rice 105, Red Jasmine Rice, and
Thanyasirin Glutinous Rice, o meet the standards of the IFOAM
accredited organic farming program, which is an international
standard. Furthermore, The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation
serves as an intermediary fo facilitate futures trading between
farmers and Salana Organic Village (Social Enterprise) Co., Ltd.
for the purchase of 3 types of organic rice: Jasmine Rice 105,
Red Jasmine Rice and Mali Nil Surin Rice, according to the

terms of the futures trading contract at a fair price.

After being trained in organic system management within
Group of Organic Rice Farming Baan Nam Om, Roi-Et members
have developed an understanding of organic standards and
a robust framework for managing agricultural production
processes. It is anticipated that continued implementation of
these practices will assist local farmers in cultivating high-quality
and reliable crops, resulting in suitable income and a stronger
household economy, ultimately leading to a more resilient

community in the future.
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Means in ICS

This is a handbook for farmers to use to guide internal
operations and evaluate their agricultural plots to ensure that
organic rice production meets the required organic farming

standards. It includes:

New member recruitment

Farmers interested in the project must attend training on
organic farming standards and organic farming production
techniques, and participate in ongoing activities. They must
willingly provide accurate information about their agricultural
plots and comply with the group’s regulations. They are
required to fill out various documents, including farm
histories, land area management and pesticide usage history,
etc. They must also consent to farm inspections to be
evaluated and receive preliminary recommendations for
improvement before being registered as members and

receiving ID numbers.

Member's farm inspection
To ensure that the crop yields of members meets the standards
and hazardous chemicals are not used subsequently, farm

inspections for members are divided into 4 categories:
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inspections for new member farms that have just registered
for the first time, annual inspections at least twice a year in
Junequly and September-October, or according to the harvest
period of the crops being inspected, special inspections
or unannounced random inspections, and lastly, follow-up
inspections to monitor the progress of addressing any

deficiencies identified by the inspectors.

Farm certification

The certification process involves verifying that the production
process and the produce from the farm comply with
the specified organic farming standards. The certification
committee will proceed with the certification process within
15 days after receiving the report from the internal farm

inspector.

Crop yields estimation
The internal farm inspector of the organic farming project
must collect yield estimation data prior to harvesting in order

to obtain information on the agricultural yield that will occur.

Production, harvesting, storage, purchasing and trans-
portation

The internal control system will determine the guidelines for
farmers at each stage, starting from production, harvesting,
storage, purchasing, and transportation to comply with
standards and buyer’s requirements. For example, it will
specify the duration of the planting period, the planting
process, appropriate methods for pest control, and the period

for fertilization, etc.

Member penalty

When there is a violation of regulations within the group,
there will be a process of punishment ranging from light to
severe or as decided by the committee of the organic farming
certification. The committee will specify a certain period or
appropriate measures depending on the case. The penalties
will be recorded each time, and they could range from
verbal and written warnings to fines, suspension of product

purchases for a specified period, and so on.
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Technical Skill Development Project to Conserve Mural and

Sculpture with the Fine Arts Department

Mural painting is considered a valuable cultural heritage of the nation.
In addition to displaying the artistic technological progress of each
era, it is also a record of history, religious beliefs, and a reflection
of the way of life and social surroundings at that time. The preservation
of mural painting is therefore an essential national mission that
requires a delicate and complex understanding of various disciplines

to develop appropriate preservation guidelines for each site.

To enable practitioners on an archaeological site and artifacts
conservation to carry out various projects with maximum speed and
efficiency, the Painting and Sculpture Conservation Group, Office of
Archaeology, Fine Arts Department, organized a workshop for mural
preservation to raise the level of expertise among artisans and to
enhance the knowledge and understanding of the principles of
conserving murals for the Department’s personnel. The list includes

art academics, technicians, civil work engineers, and architects who



Quality Education

wazidsuaseAniAnudlandnnisaydnEinsnssuiiniiaun
YAaINTIaINTUAaLNg %qiudaunaﬂqLLa:a"mQﬁmm"lﬁﬁmmgm
wenfu Inedyatifansion aginen Whunatuayusulszunonuy
INUIURY 220,000 U dmFuiananssunisausutialisnig
aufnansnssulinty Tassntdunisausulunianguiuaznia
ﬂﬁﬁ’muﬁuﬁ’iﬂmjzj'ai'a‘mwmmﬁmi WA IAUVIFNNTINTY-
29919 dnailias Ywmdawasys uszazoan 3 Ju Asaumay
wingeeiusiaunsaying 7 faluwussvdngasi fiinsaysnd
12 dlus weunaudszniatiatnsdmInanizdrunisaying
Ananssuehuilaungiunsusaiiu sauiivau 65 au Tdamudnla
lunszuaumsayindinsnssuuaslusuaniudug luiirmiuas
wasgREniu iuAuiulalumsUfiRutg tasiuldlfiAans

saaulananainszninsauinEaui luganudamasiatunu

wazlusouannu uasnantseyFnEnsnessueNTansavityLnge
iuAadniinuAmnisss R andiansaninenauliiduusan
aeNA uardemaliausundaldEauiAnusaly

KanausnuddasnssulugIU=auUasIa

N9UFNHININTTUNIKTA Rannsinmaninaasiiulifonua
ANdgangalnsuausolinisinedsnidinanmansuas
wmafiasudeinnssuuuulssndifignaas Tuanstauuudae
nsavaandaulul wszfunsyiananwAuiitagondely

1. Yasfuidudiuazty Haannasan 1aday wazsasuAns11as
fhanms lihuazanuiudinuvinnnansnssulinnaNLEene

2. ldmasynuvsatlnehntiwnenusieyuiiuus Hudne nezilaandau
fudau visaTagaus Tlitauiuinailasiuiiuanlénu mezaz
N o e . o
ibianuanlushntssmaaanldls vildiRansdgaluszaungs
Ql &) B

getullan

specialize in conserving mural paintings and historical sites in both
central and regional areas, aiming to establish uniform standards.
The project was supported by The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation,
which provided a budget of 220,000 baht to organize the workshop
both theoretical and practical training at Yai Suwannaram Temple
and Maha Samanaram Ratchaworawihan Temple in Mueang District,
Phetchaburi Province, for 3 days, covering conservation preparation
for 7 hours and conservation practice for 12 hours. Professional
certificates in mural conservation were awarded to those who passed
the assessment, to elevate the knowledge of the Fine Arts Department's
personnel in the central and regional offices, totaling 65 people.
To ensure a shared understanding and standardization of the process
of conserving mural paintings and other archaeological sites,
increasing confidence in carrying out duties and preventing erroneous
decisions that may damage to artwork and archaeological sites.
The goal is also to produce conservation practitioners capable of
maintaining historical artwork in excellent condition as a national
heritage and to pass on to future generations for further study and

preservation.

Conservation principles of mural as a national treasure

The conservation of mural paintings is the process of preserving
their original condition entirely. Deterioration can be treated using
correct scientific and traditional mural conservation techniques.
It is not recommended to restore them by erasing and repainting

because it destroys the original work that has historical value.

1. Preventing rainwater leakage and seepage from the roof,
ventilation, and cracks in the building is essential fo avoid damage

to mural paintings from water and moisture.

2. It is not recommended to cover the floors or walls on all sides
with cement, washed aggregate, glazed tiles, marble, or other dense
materials to prevent underground water seepage, as this will prevent
the moisture in the wall from evaporating and lead to even more

severe damage.
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History and Culture Learning Project

By studying in a severe environment, emphasizing the memorization
of events or essential days in the past, and needing more connection
to the real-life experiences of the learners, history lessons have
become highly boring for many people. Though, in reality, history
is closely related to all of us. Even in the area close to home or
small alleys, there might be anecdotes related to our roots or way
of life. Learning history also lays a foundation for many other fields
of study, such as political science, economics, and linguistics.
History teaches students to be critical thinkers, consider things
before believing them, and learn from past mistakes to prevent

unfavorable events that may occur in the future.
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In order to enhance knowledge and experience of history
class as a fun, infteresting, and accurafe subject based on
historical references, The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation
organized the first-year activity of ‘Learning Thai History and
Culture’ under the Goal Together Program inviting 24 teachers
from public and private school to learn about Thai history
and culture outside the classroom at the historical sites along
Chao Phraya River in Bangkok. The field trip begins with Arun
Ratchawararam Ratchawaramahawihan Temple (Wat Jaeng),
Kudi Chin Community with 3 religions which include Kalayana-
mit Woramahawihan Temple (Luang Por Toh Sam Por Gong),
Kian An Keng Shrine, and Phra Chetuphon Temple (Wat Pho),
National Museum Bangkok, and Bowon Sathan Sutthawat
Temple (Wang Na). In this way, the participating teachers get
to experience history on real sites and obtain knowledge and
experience from experts in the community and lecturers from
the Fine Arts Department, so that they can use this knowledge
and experiences to design a course that still aligns with the
curriculum or even to extend learning beyond the classroom

for children to visit the actual historical sites in the future.
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Restoration of Mural in the Ubosot Project at Phleng (Klang

Suan) Temple in Taling Chan, Bangkok

Mural painting is an art form that is valuable for preservation and
maintenance. It not only reflects the abilities of Thai artists since
ancient times, but the murals found on the walls of the Ubosot,
palaces, and prangs around the temple also serve as a record of
historical events that have marked the way of life, religious beliefs,
and devotion of Buddhists at a certain point in time which is an
essential evidence for the study and exploration of history and
archaeology, and for understanding the ways of life, culture,

clothing, and various traditional performances of each era.

The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation, hence, supports the restoration
of the murals within the Ubosot of Phleng (Klang Suan) Temple to
preserve Thai art and culture and provide opportunities for elder
muralists to teach their know-how to newer generations of muralists.
Phleng (Klang Suan) Temple received land from the king to build
the Ubosot in 1827. Its old Ubosot was a popular style of Ubosot
during the reign of King Rama lll. It is known as an old temple in
Taling Chan, Bangkok, and some believe that the temple was built
during the reign of King Rama Ill because the Ubosot was built in

the style of a Chinese shrine which was popular during the time.
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Some believe that the temple was built during the reign of King
Taksin. There was also a construction of Luang Poh Sin, the medita-
tion affitude of Buddha in brass as the principal Buddha in the
Ubosot. Currently, Phleng (Klang Suan) Temple is a respected
temple in the local community, and people come to make merit on

important Buddhist holidays and festivals.

Painting exquisite murals in the Ubosot of Phleng (Klang Suan)

1. A painting of the Noble Eightfold Path depicting the way to end
suffering, painted on the back wall behind the principal Buddha.

2. A painting of King Taksin the Great with the soldiers who once
stayed at this temple, located in front of the principal Buddha image
to the left, right and between the doors.

3. A painting of a deity gathering to worship Buddha on the left,
right, and the upper section.

4. A painting of Phra Malai in scripture, a Buddha's disciple who
can visit hell and heaven to bring back what he saw preach to
humans, leads to the belief in karma, which has a great influence
on the thinking and beliefs of Thai Buddhists. The painting on

the wall with a window on the left and right sides.

5. Vine pattern with lotuses on 6 pairs of interior window panels,

a total of 16 windows.
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Art and Sculpture Restoration Project at Tharathip Chai Pradit

Temple

Tharathip Chai Pradit Temple is located in Mae Taeng District,
Chiang Mai. It was founded by Phra Khru Worawet Wisit, Venerable
Luang Pu Khruba Thammachai, Thamma Chaiyo, the abbot of
Thung Luang Temple, Chiang Mai. The temple is highly revered
by the locals because in the temple locates a magic pond which
is believed to alleviate and cure illnesses. Due to the dilapidated
condition of the temple, when Princess Siribha Chudabhorn
visited Tharathip Chai Pradit Temple in 2005 and saw the crumbling
condition of the buildings and walls of the sanctuary, she initiated
a restoration project. She designed the restoration to be a blend

between local architecture and Lanna’s art.
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To restore and repair the murals and decorations on the walls of
the temple, The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation has donated a sum
of 1,000,000 baht to Tharathip Chai Pradit Temple during the robe
presentation ceremony hosted by Princess Siribha Chudabhorn.
The funds are used to restore the murals and decorations of
the temple to offer as a royal tribute to His Majesty the Late King
Bhumibol Adulyadej, to preserve Buddhism and culture and pass
on as the heritage to future generations. The murals on the left side
of the tfemple’s principal Buddha are a work of art based on the royal
writings, Mahajanaka. The front wall features the Late King's portrait
that tells the biography of His Majesty the Late King Bhumibol
Adulyadej. Additionally, the foundation also contributed to the fund
under Princess Siribha Chudabhorn’s patronage to build Siripha
Niramitr Buddha's image, a large principal Buddha, sculpted by
Prof. Khemrat Kongsook, a national artist in the field of sculpture
in 2012. The statue, made of bronze, depicts the Buddha sitting
crosslegged on Vajrasana inspired by the Chiang Saen Buddha,
Singha One, mixed with the art of Indian Gupta, Dvaravati, Srivijaya,
Haripunjaya, and Lamphun which sits on inverted and upright lotus
petals Maravijaya version of Phra Mae Thorani twisting her hair in
the middle of the base. This is a beautiful contemporary art with

exciting ideas and stories for the public to admire.

Mahajanaka: The Royal Prose of Perseverance

Mahajanaka is one of the Mahanipata Jataka (the Ten Great Birth
Stories of the Buddha) that fells a story of Bodhisattva's perseverance
before enlightening as Buddha. His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyadej the Great created a new version of the story and modified
it to make it more accessible. He drew a map according to the
locations of ancient cities and information on meteorology and
astrology. This royal composition is a gift to the Thai people to learn

about perseverance and resolution.
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Painting and Sculpture Restoration Project at Bang Wanthong

Temple

Bang Wanthong Temple is an ancient temple in the Muang Mai
sub-district of Amphawa, Samut Songkhram. It has been around
for a long time. In addition to having Buddha images in the Naga
attitude, carved from the red stone, and Maravijaya attitude from
the Sukhothai period, the Ubosot is all white, beautiful and unique
compared to others. However, the Ubosot is very old and in a state
of dilapidation. Its roof and components are leaking. The exterior
walls run down and are covered in black stain. The facade and
cornice around the Ubosot deteriorated as time passed. Some
exterior tiles cracked. The color of the interior wall is damaged

and the principal Buddha's base loses its shininess.
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To restore the beauty and enhance the safety of the temple for
the monks and Buddhists who use the Ubosot for religious activities
in the long term, The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation provided
a budget of 1,800,000 baht to renovate the temple. The renovation
includes replacing broken files on the exterior of the Ubosot,
burnishing the outer wall before coating and repainting, repainting
the interior wall, fixing the doors and windows, replacing the facade,
gable apex, ridges, tympanum, arch, cornice, and scrubbing the
principal Buddha's base to be polished once again. This project of
restoring the art and sculpture of Bang Wanthong Temple was
completed on 10 October 2022.
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Chakrabhand Posayakrit Foundation

The Chakrabhand Posayakrit Foundation was established by Master
Chakrabhand Posayakrit, a national artist in visual arts (painting)
who was revered as one of the 52 master artists in the 200-year
history of Ratftanakosin Era. It was founded to preserving arts,
religions, and other art disciplines through collecting and exhibiting
ancient and King Rama IX era artworks and exhibiting them as a
museum of invaluable pieces. The foundation office also serves
as a workplace for Master Chakrabhand Posayakrit and fellow

artists.

The foundation’s main responsibilities include religious preservation
such as painting murals in the Ubosot, and national cultural heritage
preservation by repairing literature cabinets and royal puppets art
treasures since the early Raffanakosin era. The foundation also

designs and oversees the creation of life-sized bronze sculptures,
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and works to conserve, continue, and develop the national
performing arts by creating and performing puppet shows and

creating Khon (traditional Thai masks).

The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation is committed to promoting
and preserving Thai arts and culture, a priceless national treasure.
Therefore, the foundation has of 1,000,000 baht to support
the Chakrabhand Posayakrit Foundation to drive cultural projects.
This amount supports the construction and improvement of Sathit
Theatre at Sukhapiban 5 Road, Sai Mai, Bangkok, for puppet shows
to be permanently performed. It also serves as a place to collect
critical national artifacts, mainly paintings, puppets, musical
instruments, and other valuable works of art. The goal is o make
this a museum that collects significant national art for the education
and learning of Thai arts and culture for future generations of youth

and the public.
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“In the past, most farmers worked based on their wants rather than
knowledge. Working together with the locals, connecting academic
knowledge with practices, and bringing practices back into the
academic world are therefore significant as the knowledge will help
farmers to improve their agricultural area.” Associate Professor
Uthit Thahom, a professor at Social Development Major, Faculty
of Humanities and Social Sciences, Buriram Rajabhat University,
empbhasized as necessary to apply academic knowledge to the

agricultural sector.

Amidst the ups and downs of the modern world, Thai farmers
continue to face challenges from debt, low crop prices, oversupply
of agricultural products, a lack of knowledge in organic farming to
upgrade their products, and a lack of skills fo process their produce.
Buriram Rajabhat University and the Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation
are committed to improving the quality of life for Thai farmers.
We understand that development in today’s society cannot be done
alone, and thus together have implemented a training program to
turn farmers into social entrepreneurs under the Buriram Rajabhat
University to provide knowledge for farmers to become entrepre-

neurs who are also ready to share the knowledge with others.

In 2022, professors and students from Buriram Rajabhat University
went to provide knowledge to small-scale farmers from Group of
organic Rice Farming Baan Nam Om at Thung Kula Ronghai, Roi-Et
about the ICS. The talk aimed to create understanding about
seeding fo harvesting, laying the basics on how to record, and
inspect plots that can be used as evidence when applying for

higher-level organic agriculture standards.
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Why did you choose to implement the project for farm-
ers in Thung Kula Ronghai?

Farmers in the area are interested in the Internal Control
Systems and they already have organic farming areas. So,
if we want to work on organic farming, we must look at their
areas of interest that can expand quickly. We assist in raising
the standard. The joint project we work on together in Roi-Et
is a sfarting point for establishing the direction of cooperation
between the educational institution and the Suthirat Yoovidhya
Foundation, led to the design of courses included in the
social development program at the Buriram Rajabhat
University, which will begin teaching in 2023. The 2 courses
are 'Developing Farmers into Social Entrepreneurs’ and
‘Commercial Farming for Developers’ | will teach these
courses jointly with the Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation and the
Salana Organic Village (Social Enterprise) Co., Lid. to the 3'
year students covering both first and second semesters as
a continuous course. Students will have the opportunity to
practice to truly understand organic farming that they can
teach it to the locals, as social developers in the future will
need to work with farmers and have sufficient knowledge in
this area. In addition to this, there is also the second part
which involves training programs for farmers to become

entrepreneurs and commercial farming that are open to
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applications from farmers in Buriram province, with a limit
of 30 people. The training program will last for a continuous
period of 3 years, and course content will be similar to that
of students in the university, considered a milestone in
creating tangible results, expanding the number of people,
expanding the area, and distributing knowledge throughout

all regions of Buriram province.

How is the training program to upgrade farmers into
entrepreneurs of Buriram Rajabhat University different
from other projects?

I've always worked with the locals by promoting organic
farming. However, after a while, similar challenges often
resurface. First, farmers have no markets. Second, government
agencies that come to connect cannot work contfinuously.
Third, the locals still need to gain true knowledge about
organic farming. After adopting organic farming for some
time, they would return to the same method because
the awareness of the locals in rural areas is not high. It is
only atrend among people interested in safe food. Therefore,
| set the goal with the Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation to
deliver fundamental knowledge to farmers and build role
models for organic farming that would later become social
enfrepreneurs, meaning that they do not only seek profits,

but also give back fo society.

The project with the foundation aims to break the cycle of
agricultural problems, by providing knowledge and guidance
to farmers fo reach their goals. If they need to gain knowledge
about soil, we provide them with information on soil. If they
need to gain knowledge about organic standards, we provide
them with information and assist them in obtaining organic
certification. Once they have a significant yield from harvest,
we discuss processing. After processing, we add in marketing.
Therefore, we are trying to solve the problem for the entire
cycle, to create a role model. Our anticipated entrepreneur-

to-be must be able to pass on knowledge to others as well.

What are the challenges for this project?
The challenge of the project is to push farmers to fully
understand organic farming, most importantly, to make

farmers believe that being a farmer is not synonymous with debt.
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We are striving to improve farmers’ quality of life to support
themselves and their families. We are trying to prove that
what we do can turn farmers info social entrepreneurs. This
long-term project will enable farmers to reach their goals,

not a shortterm curriculum that yields no results.

From my experience, | do not think farmers fear changes.
They fear poverty. They are ready o change themselves for
a better quality of life. If what they do generates more income,

they are willing to do it.

What results do you expect from this project?

The desired outcomes we want to achieve in the future are
numerous. First, farmers must be able to transform and
improve their quality of life from being heavily in debt to
earning enough income to support themselves and their
families. Second, there must be cooperation from sectors in
the public to see that the curriculum we develop can change
farmers into entrepreneurs who will be role models. Third,
there should be a learning hub or social lab for students,
farmers, or people who are interested in organic farming in
the future. Fourth, there should be a curriculum to develop
farmers. Fifth, the produce should turn into goods or products
that can generate income for the province or be able to
distribute to hotels and restaurants in Buriram. In this way,

tourists visiting Buriram can enjoy safe food.

Do you think about expanding this project to other areas?
Right now, we are testing the model in Buriram. After 3 years,
this project could become an actual model. | think we

shouldn't stop there. We need to expand the results to the
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provincial level. We may need 1o find critical actors with the
same mindset in each area to succeed. Suppose people are
not interested or don't have the passion fo help society, in
that case, it will be difficult to expand the results. But if we
encounter these people, we should never let them go. Grab

them. Bring these people to be our partners. Invite them to

work and expand the knowledge from the model we created

to see the result.

Change maker’s Secrets: Tips for turning farmers into social

entrepreneurs

Collaborative work is the heart of modern work. All sectors must
work together to connect strengths, reduce weaknesses, save time,

save manpower, and save costs, leading to long-term efficiency.

To promote organic farming to enhance the quality of life of Thai
farmers, the team members have to share the same mindset. They
must love working with the locals and wish to see them improve their

quality of life.

The training course must address the complete range of issues
that farmers face. Focus on building a role model in organic
farming who can become entrepreneurs capable of passing on

their knowledge to others in the future.
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Responsible Consumption and Production is the 12th
sustainable development goals that invites countries
worldwide to focus on sustainable production and
consumption processes, efficient use of natural
resources, and consideration of social and environ-
mental impacts that may arise from such production

and consumption.
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Responsible Consumption and Production

The increasing global population leads to urban expansion
and heavier use of natural resources. According to data from
the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs
(UN DESA), it was revealed that in 2019, global reliance on
natural resources increased by 65% compared to the year
2000. Electronic waste increased to 7.3 kilograms per
capita, but only 1.7 kilograms was adequately managed with
environmental responsibility. In addition, in 2020, it was found
that 13.3% of food waste was lost during harvesting before
even reaching the refail market, and another approximately
17% of ready-to-eat food was discarded at households,

grocery stores, food retailers, and food service. Buried food

waste contributes 8-10% of global greenhouse gas emissions.

These inefficient production and consumption processes
are among the main causes of severe natural disasters,
deterioration of biodiversity, and water and air pollution
from industrial factories that disrupt daily life, leading to
increasing discussions on the trend of environmental
contemplation and sustainable production and consumption

practices.

All sectors in Thailand are forging growing efforts to drive
sustainable production and consumption. Various projects
initiated by both the government and private sectors follow
the ESG to apply the emphasis on Environment (E), Social (S),
and Governance (G) to drive the organizations or adopt
the BCG model that focuses on developing 3 types of the
economy simultaneously; namely the Bioeconomy (B) which
aims fo create value-added products from biological resources,
the Circular Economy (C) which considers the efficient use
of resources through reusing for as long as possible, and
the Green Economy (G) which regards the sustainability of
resources and environment while developing economic
growth. These models are also brought into the national
dialogue. However, these practices are often only applied
to the industrial sector or large companies rather than
the agricultural sector, especially the small-scale farmers that
need fixed produce. Thus, they still use chemical fertilizers
and pesticides to maximize agricultural yields without

considering the environmental impact and biodiversity.

The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation, who has been actively
involved in working with small-scale farmers, supports
sustainable agricultural projects. This includes providing
training on organic farming practices that are environmentally
friendly, empowering farmers to become entrepreneurs in
their communities, supporting schools in rural areas fo learn
about organic farming to create a source of food within
the school, and building SALANA PGS standard or a mark
certifying organic farming practices to farmers who do
sustainable farming with a desire to see Thai farmers and
consumers healthy and free from toxic-free agricultural
products, and to improve their quality of life and become

self-reliant in the long term.
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SALANA Participatory Guarantee Systems (SALANA
PGS) Project

The organic farming symbol is a mark assuring consumers
that the agricultural produce in their hands is safe from
harmful chemicals, does not grow from genetically modified
seeds, and meets acceptable consumer’s standards. There
are various standards or marks for organic farming, each
with detailed requirements for quality control regarding
cultivation, harvesting, storage, and transportation of agri-
cultural produce. Due to their stringency and complexity,
these requirements serve as limitations for small-scale
farmers. Costs are also relatively high when registering to

obtain such certified standards.

122




Responsible Consumption and Production

123



SDGs 12

ndiadnin nemdsiain PGS vBainasg LN EATAUYEEN
pulupiuildausaunsaiusas asdnsduanasiuiinnnu
szuupruaunely wiautuidlelanalfinuasnsiiaglu
Tasans snndnnlBsumyudaufumasaulasauliuan
wasuGeuglusswinmauazanusai Ul luiuiivas
e LﬂummmuwmmfmamammLm‘lw,a mmlmm
nITIIUMSIAzIURDLMINE AUTUINAINS T BN Bt

yalBgreian aginen eswdaiu USEm matun aaunta
Jaaa Oamaiiadea) 31fm thuuAanisFusauuus]
dausauanld Tagnnszuuinuasdunddwann 10S aiflu
nraunsvud U ERsneRFasnIsAauainnisyi
numsiadlundununsdunid wiaureasuiduidedls
mEnmaauaudsrauanudnialunisidsudiuguuuy
nsvinens venanniifeaniuiusasmuidudunddangls
WENNITUIATFIUYNIUTUTAY ITAUIATFIUNATAUNSE]
SALANA PGS Ts¥usasvmnavyuandntlaaniansaunqs
i Radinualfilaands Uszuslaansde Uadnilaansy
Hauazdulssaande Tuauis amnsulsgililaansdy dae
anszdiunnandslifssuumuauneluidussananin iy
mmﬂaamﬁﬁiuﬁmﬁy’qﬁﬂ@ﬂLLa:ﬁju?Tnm winTanialunis
IMUNENALESN AADATUENTZAUANENINNHAINTGNTLTU
Tumagusznaunisgsnayuuy

124

From these limitations, the PGS or the organic farming
standard with community-based certification was respectively
developed. In this system, members who are producers
would visit the fields to check the internal control process.
The farmers in the project will rotate and audit the fields, which
will result in the exchange of knowledge and application to
their own plantations. This standard is easy to understand and
accessible, with processes and steps suitable for small-scale

farmers.

Therefore, the Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation, in collaboration
with the Salana Organic Village (Social Enterprise) Co., Ltd.,
adopt the concept of PGS by developing ICS for organic
farming as a framework for farmers who wish to undergo
a transition from chemical farming to organic farming. We
provide on-site mentoring and consultation to support farmers
in successfully transitioning their farming practices. We also
issue organic certification under the SALANA PGS standard,
which covers safe production categories including safe
vegetables and fruits, safe fisheries, safe livestock, safe
bees and stingless bees, and safe processed foods. This
helps to enhance the adequate internal controls within

the efficiency of production systems, increase safety for
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both farmers and consumers, expand market opportunities,
and elevate the potential of farmers to become community-

based business entrepreneurs.

Audit
In 2022, The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation has performed
auditing on the SALANA PGS standard through 5 initiatives.

Assessment of Production System Risks for Newly Joined
Farmers

This is an evaluation of the readiness of production systems
for the farmers who have joined the project for the first year
to comply with the community-certified standards or SALANA
PGS standard. The evaluation is conducted through interviews
or field visits to inspect the production system of the farmers.
In 2022, 5 new farmers that joined the project, namely
Pak Nam Pran Local Fishing Processed Product Community
Enterprise (SLN2565042), Miss Surin Subin (SLN2565043),
Miss Kritsakorn Panyalak (SLN 2565044), Mr. Warakorn
Laohaserikul (SLN2565045), and Suk Jai Sai Yok Organic
Farming Group (SLN2565046).

Farmer Registration and Renewal

After assessing of risks with the production system for newly
joined farmers, all 5 new farmers have been registered. There
has been a membership renewal for the existing 40 farmers
who have participated in the SALANA PGS certification. There
are now 45 registered farmers, and all of them have had their

production systems inspected at every stage.

Organic Farming Training for ICS Officers and Farmers

Regular training provided to ICS staff will enhance their
expertise and ensure their accuracy and task precision.
Therefore, theoretical and practical organic farming training
is provided to 12 ICS members. During field visits of
the production area, knowledge and advice from experts
are provided to 45 farmers without charge to increase

the farmer’s confidence in doing organic farming.

Inspection and Certification of Farmer’s Production Systems
The inspection and certification of farmers’ production

systems is an important process that includes evaluating
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whether the agricultural areas are free from chemical inputs,
have sustainable production processes, do not create
environmental pollution, and have buffer zones for both
waterways and air around the area to prevent chemical
confamination from neighboring farms. The inspection and
certification of farmers’ production systems under the
Community-based Certification or SALANA PGS standard,
conducted between April and May 2022, for 2 target farmer
groups, showed a result that all 45 farmers from 7 networks
of certified groups passed the inspection without any condi-

tions or recommendations for adjustments.

Random Testing of Chemical Contamination in Vegetables
and Fruits

Another critical step to ensure the safety of labeled organic
agricultural products is fo conduct random testing for chemical
contamination in vegetables and fruits using simple fest kits
certified by the Department of Medical Sciences, Ministry of
Public Health. The testing was conducted 4 times on farmers
by organic farming systems in Nakhon Pathom province and
adjacent areas in February, April, July, and September.
No chemical contamination was found in the vegetables and

fruits, with a 100 percent rate.

In 2022, the SALANA PGS standard was certified for 2 target
groups. The first is organic rice farmers in the northern,
northeastern, and central regions, covering 8 groups of
farmers in 5 provinces, from Lampang, Yasothon, Roi-Et,
Surin, and Nakhon Pathom. The second is farmers who grow
vegetables, fruits, and livestock in the organic farming system
in Nakhon Pathom and adjacent areas, including both
individual farmers and farmer groups, fotaling 37 farmers
in 7 provinces which are Nakhon Pathom, Ratchaburi,
Nonthaburi, Suphanburi, Kanchanaburi, Samut Sakhon, and
Bangkok. This cerfification ensures that parficipating farmers
have a solid internal quality-controlled agricultural production

system, promoting sustainable and safe consumer production.
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It's with farmers who grow rice through the organic farming system throughout the country.

Where is SALANA PGS?

8 groups of organic rice farmers in 5 provinces namely Yasothon, Roi-Et, Surin, Lampang, and Nakhon Pathom.

Farmers who grow vegetables, fruits, and livestock through organic farming systems in Nakhon Pathom and adjacent areas.

37 individual farmers and farmer groups in 7 provinces, namely Nakhon Pathom, Ratchaburi, Nonthaburi, Suphanburi, Kanchanaburi,

Samut Sakhon, and Bangkok.
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Permaculture Organic Farming Curriculum Training Project

If you are interested in organic farming, searching through
Google or watching video clips on YouTube these days can
be simply done. However, learning through a screen differs
from actually getting your hands on the objects. Therefore
the Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation has teamed up with
the Salana Organic Village (Social Enterprise) Co., Ltd. to
launch a permaculture farming classroom for small-scale
farmers and the public to learn about in-depth theories and
hands-on practice. These classrooms have been continuous-
ly conducted since 2019 through the concept of ‘believable,
doable, sellable, and showcase-able.” In this way, the parti-
cipants can learn about alternative agriculture that supports
the natural ecosystem, access scientific-based agriculture,
decrease the opportunity cost of trial and error, and build

sustainable agricultural produce.

The course in 2022 is divided into 2 programs. First is the
Permaculture Organic Farming Program. This course teach-

es you to learn about the agricultural ecosystem by studying




Responsible Consumption and Production

lunndy dudgedu dawdauaisamnsifuRawugiiazdgn
Lﬁumqﬁnmamﬂu‘ﬁuﬁc#'ﬁul,m‘u uaniAeulszaunisalfuinuasns
fusznauniegsiainunsdunidluudednumiFaanasguinuns
Auwsdl é?mr;immﬁmﬁ;myu wnsgululsTing uazunpsgILEINa

D

waz ningmsausunisaanuuudahsumuanINasIIAaLRas M
MUFUAUTEUIFAN1TARNEUluLuNTz Ay FaelAinuaTNs

vl = @ % = i a X
wazgmaulamiulaniauazanuiduldlfuassanaiuunlsnazifinau
Tnenw lFaugfausnugrungugnisvininuasuuuiwasunfaiaas

= < o & o a a @
nzanAnmndademziinairuassuutinaneinisinems ez
adamenianw 1iu gidszima glania ieneay uaad dade

=~ T T - S VI N s S a o
TN LU Nvasiu Angiva Teay Salialufu dadeani
VATENA LU 1999U TAgeainannediau AunuNsiwIzlgn s1AeaTR
wazilafemneTamessu Wiy Amnue AnuiTindiu gaunisal luauds
ANnugassufeiunsmizlgnuazladald wazidagarineasing
nsanuuudenniy YnasAdsznavlununinisinussitiaulaaiu
a1 welnluwdasald Wilnpas3nfunuaulunaldnnaulssu
Y S o = ¥ v a o
AR TIRUBILAYIUNEY isansgnezlaf udidaenlusslag
wgaspanin wwallasiulsln Wusu

Tuw.A. 2565 ViadEeunuasBunEEInmasnAaIas IWndaumangns
‘neRsduEe AnmadinAaiaas’ lludd 3 A3 uasndngasnisaanuuuy
Hesumundninadundaiaas 2 AT TN INaUTUINUIUTIEY
71 978 fisil

1aUTN 31U 14 978

1. 5ufi 19-20 flunmu w.a. 2565 L

LINaUTY 31U 15 918l

2. Uil 4-5 TQuIeL WA, 2565
3. Jufl 20-21 Fwau w.a. 2565
4. Jufl 29-30 HAIP W.A. 2565
5. %ufi 17-18 FuanAu w.6. 2565

LINaUTH 31U 16 918l

LINaLTY 31U 15 918l

i) N il N ) N il N d )
e e e e eXe
=2e¢ 2¢ 2 2e 2

LINaUgH 31U 11 918

129

the relationship between living and nonliving things within a farm.
You will learn to design a farm layout that is easy to use and aligned
with the farm’s existing resources. You will also learn to improve
the soil to prepare nutrients for the planting of crops, travel to study
exemplary farms, exchange experiences with farmers who are
organic agricultural business operators, and study organic farming
standards from the basic national standards, and international

standards.

The second program is the Farm Layout Design According to
Permaculture Principles. This invites learners to learn from the plan-
ning stage on paper, helping farmers and interested persons see
the opportunities and possibilities of creating a farm garden. It starts
with learning the basics of permaculture theory and delving deep
into factors that determine the farming ecosystems, including
physical factors such as topography, climate, wind direction, and
water sources; biological factors such as local plants, plant pests,
plant diseases, and living organisms in the soil; economic factors
such as labour, social structure, cultivation costs, market prices;
cultural factors such as beliefs, local knowledge, ideologies; and
basic knowledge of farming and animal husbandry. The final topic
is about designing farm layouts, and arranging components in the
agricultural area to connect, such as raising chickens in a fruit
plantation to allow the chickens to peck worms in the fallen
fruits under the trees and break the life cycle of flies, or planting
lemongrass and using the leaves to lay over the chicken coops to

prevent mites, and so on.

In 2022, the Organic Farming Permaculture Classroom already
offered the ‘Permaculture Organic Farming’ program 3 times, and
the ‘Farm Layout Design According to Permaculture Principles’
program twice. A total of 71 participants attended these courses in
the details as follows.

1. 19-20 March 2022 14 participants attended

2. 4-5 June 2022

3. 20-21 August 2022

4. 29-30 October 2022
5. 17-18 December 2022

15 participants attended
16 participants attended
15 participants attended
11 participants attended
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Safe Food Production in School Project for Baan Samanmit

School and Networks in Mueang District, Rayong

When it comes to ‘organic farming’, many people may think
of gardens, fields, or farmers who diligently cultivate their
produce. However, at Baan Samanmit School in Rayong,
this term is integrated into the curriculum. Biological farm-
ing has become a core in creating learning experiences
for students. This approach allows students to get closer to
nature, raise environmental awareness, and use resources

in the school to their fullest potential.

Principal Reungkit Suthivirat is a driving force behind such a
curriculum. She saw that Baan Samanmit School, which accepts
students from kindergarten ond _ ¢th grade, has parents who
primarily work in agriculture. Thus, she applied the Smart
Farmer concept to improve the entire school system. She
adjusted the curriculum to be relevant to the local context,
infegrated organic farming with other learning fopics at
all grades, used resources within the school to their fullest
potential, such as collecting fallen dry leaves to make organic
compost, learning to calculate by counting leaves and
animal waste, and understanding plant nutrients infertilizer
piles, as well as memorizing English vocabulary from nearby
objects. As a result, the school became an Eco School for
sustainable development. After continuous effort, Baan
Samanmit School was selected by the Education Council to

be a model school for lessons and school management,
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calling it the SAMANMIT Model, o be a guideline for other

schools with similar contexts.

Baan Samanmit School has joined hands with other schools
in the network, such as Wat Ta Khan School, Ban Map Pa Wai
School, and Chang Chon Sirirat Bamroong School, to be
pilot schools within the province of Rayong. They encourage
students to learn through hands-on experience. Students
experience farming by making organic fertilizer, growing
vegetables in the elevating beds, cultivating mosquito ferns,
and farming real rice. The agricultural products obtained
from hands-on experience are transformed into safe food

ingredients for the future.

The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation recognizes the importance
of promoting integrated learning for students. Therefore, we
have contributed a budget of 200,000 baht to support
organic farming projects, aiming to develop a basic competency
curriculum that focuses on promoting students’ competencies
in organic cultivation. This aligns with the student’s surroundings,
creating and promoting a quality of life that is friendly to the
environment. Students will gain good skills and mindsets in
farming, and receive accurate information from experts in
organic farming. Meanwhile, schools will be able to establish
a robust organic farming curriculum, becoming a model for

sustainable organic farming.
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Budget of 200,000 baht are divided as follows

e  Networking meeting to develop educational curriculum: 4,000 baht

e Purchase of materials and equipment for school activities: 40,000 baht
e Fees for expert speakers to participate in real-life exchanges: 3,000 baht

e  Meeting to summarize project progress: 3,000 baht

What does each school do with 40,000 baht?

e  Baan Samanmit School purchased materials and equipment for making compost and vegetable gardens.

e Wat Ta Khan School purchased materials for raised bed vegetable gardens and cultivating mosquito ferns

e  Wat Chang Chon Sirirat Bamroong School purchased materials and equipment for making leaf and home-grown vegetable fertilizers.

e Ban Map Pa Wai School improved the agricultural plots, piping systems, and pouring cement floor to the compost house.
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Safe Food Production in School Project, Baan Mae Lamung
Wittaya School

Baan Mae Lamung Wittaya School, Tak is one of the schools that
receive support from the Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation, with the
goal of become a model school for organic farming. The school to
develop and build safe food sources for consumption. It allows
opportunities for school staff to learn and participate in organic
farming activities through training provided by experts from the
Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation before beginning to improve the

agricultural area.

This was achieved by excavation of a 12-meter vast, 20-meter long,
and 2.5-meter deep pond for water storage and fish farming.
The curb soil was transformed into a space for planting and rais-
ing animals. Furthermore, there was an expansion of production
and the development of sustainable activities for the surrounding
community. The locals in the surrounding area were invited to
participate in the improvement, including installing piping systems
for planting, constructing coops for egg-laying chicken, modifying

rice fields, and creating 4 greenhouses for vegetable cultivation.



Responsible Consumption and Production

AaannN1ga iUy leasaulffuninusiuiiaanniinauss sudu
1.4 -11.3 97U 137 AU LAZAMATANIAEN 31U 4 AU FEUGINEATNTTY
pen1saalgnidnaunsd nziiaunei @ealnwugla Beaslan
waztgndnavassasiativunundszunn 3 18 Taaudmtdnaniy
Fuipraudunguenudutl auilayiuldnadwiminnanals @wnso
< o a A o 9 v g v =
Wunenuananwath lliusznavaimsnaneiuliningaululsaseu
wazunsduaansath iWdmieluguauld auzipeaiuauzagiiaes
falanamumalAnengeu nsvindhduaull nswamnnassion
Al wazniswaIwdsunauny vinlulaufaanniaeainisuas
rynTandauns iarthauinlanduunusuldwauivangnsuas
FadmFun19BaUNITaaU FIUDIRALAANITVININHATAUNGE LasT]
o a % a D X e = o a

AunalanazlsilsadauunatiiiulsaFausunuulunisuananung
Uaandeanansndialimmntngauusinalulsaseu wazidlusuwuy
lunsiFauidmiulsaBeuaus lununlndidessialy

135

Throughout the project, the school has received cooperation from
a total of 137 4th - oth grade students and 4 mentoring teachers,
who have learned about agriculture by planting organic vegetables,
cultivating oyster mushrooms, raising egg-laying chickens and fish,
and cultivating chemical-free rice on a 3-rai farm. Responsibilities
are divided according to grade levels, and the results have been
satisfactory. The products can be harvested and used for the student’s
lunch in school, and some can be sold in the community. Meanwhile,
the mentoring teachers also have the opportunity to visit and learn
about activities such as making pyroligneous acid (wood vinegar),
products from bamboo, alternative energy, and biogas from food
waste and pig manure in Phrae. They intend to apply this knowledge
in developing courses and teaching materials, and continue to
promote organic farming. The ultimate goal is for the school to
become a model for producing chemical-free and safe food for
students to consume within the school, and a model for other

nearby schools to learn from.
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Many local philosophers on agriculture grew up with families
who were farmers. But for Chookeit Koman, he walked a different
path of life. He grew up in the urban area of Bangkok, far from
the agricultural areas. Although he graduated from the Faculty of
Agriculture, his education and work were all focused on industrial
application and not related to farming. However, the connection
between agriculture and Chookeit began to take root when he

decided to grow backyard vegetables for his baby.

After growing organic vegetables in his home, applying waste
management knowledge from work around the house, and self-
studying urban agriculture for many years, he found the principle
of permaculture. It's an alternative agricultural practice that priori-
tizes the context of the area, relying on internal factors, reducing
external factors, organizing farm components to have a close
relationship with each other. Each farm component should have
more than one function. It is an idea to manage limited agricultural
space to be more efficient. He applied this to his own area. While
experimenting, yields like vegetables, trees, and bio-fermented
water that he made himself were launched as products, and he
became well-known in the agricultural circle. He was invited to
participate in the Urban Vegetable Plot Project by the Sustainable
Agriculture Foundation (Thailand) to share his experiences. Later
on, the Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation invited him to design an
organic farming course. That was a significant step for Chookeit

to enter a severe farming community.
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How does a course on organic farming practice of
permaculture different from other forms of agriculture?
If dividing farming info 3 major parts, there will be preliminary,
infermediate, and final stages. Information about organic
agriculture found chiefly would be in the intermediate stage
about methods such as how to compost. However, the first
stage, the why and the when are often not taught. For instance,
how much compost do you need if you want to plant a rai
of vegetables? How do you divide the area to make a
fertilization station? These things are all connected, but most
organic farmers need help with problems when they start

working because they didn't plan from the beginning.

The key to organic farming is designing and planning on paper
first. The workflow should be efficient and inferconnected.
For example, if you want to get rid of weeds on your farm,

you could let animals graze on them, saving both money and
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time. Additionally, you could use animal manure to create

fertilizer or other products.

Our training program, therefore does not only teach soil
improvement methods but also takes the learners back to
the starting point of farm design. We help learners understand
the geography, climate, and types of plants to be grown. We
guide learners to arrange all the components to be close to
reality, and we continue with the final part of the work, which

is post-harvest work, which most farmers often overlook.

What are the challenges in delivering the training?

The challenge is how to get people to be open-minded and
listen 1o this idea because everyone has different attitudes
towards methods of agriculture. The idea behind the course,
‘believable, doable, sellable, and showcase-able’ stems from
problems, and the farmers shared only a few mutual problems.
If we can solve these problems, they will listen to us. In my
workshop, | placed solutions to problems first such as soil
improvement methods and planting techniques. Then I linked
them together to show that all problems can be solved.
Start the process with a design before ending about sales.
A vegetable farmer often setfs only a goal fo sell vegetables,
but for me, everything we do must be sellable. I sell everything

from fermented fertilizer, seedlings to vegetables.

What is the benefit of making farmers understand the
permaculture principles?

Making farmers highly flexible is the goal. Permaculture is
sustainable agriculture that supports farmers to be as self-
reliant as much as possible. You can cut costs by fermenting
your fertilizers and not buying chemical fertilizers. You can
plot the seeds yourself without having to hire workers. With
these methods, you can handle the changing market prices

than farmers with higher fixed costs.

After implementing a project on permaculture, do you
see any positive changes?

In one batch, over 80% of students understood the principles
and put them into practice. Not everyone follows the process

entirely, but they can take what they learned and make use of
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Innovator's Secrets: Innovator’s Secrets: 3 tips in creating a permaculture course
LNA0AUNISASIVKANGASIAUAS

TUQUUUU WasuIAaLos Get your hands dirty. Spend time in your area as much as possible.

asdiavinsasitag LLéJfLsi'?nmasﬂuﬁuﬁmm@mslﬁma:ﬁzjm Come back to theories when you have issues. If you set out with
theories, you will not do anything.
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Tulpvinazlaian A speaker must have a high level of credibility. If you want them
to follow, you must be able to do it in reality first, and it is essential

auftazunfiidnenns é}’aqﬁmmmL%aaa‘lua:ﬁuﬁﬁiau%qqq aARL to have explicit knowledge, meaning you must truly know what you
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Life below water is the 14™ Sustainable Development
Goals that aims to sustainably conserve and utilize
the ocean, sea, and marine resources. It ranges from
pollution reduction, protection against climate change,
the restoration of marine and coastal ecosystems fo
their abundance, and the support for sustainable fishing
practices through eliminating illegal fishing and ending

overfishing.
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The ocean and seas are important resources for human
existence on Earth. The vast underwater area, covers 70% of
the earth’s surface, and is a vital source of oxygen production,
food, natural energy, and tourism. People in countries with

coastlines can benefit from these water resources.

Amidst the massive benefits of the sea and oceans, inevitable
problems and challenges. According to the data from
the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), more
than 3 billion people worldwide rely on the sea and coastal
biodiversity as their primary source of livelihood, They are
affected by the increasing pollution that disrupts marine
resources daily. 40% of the world's oceans face overfishing,

unsustainable fishing practices, and failed waste management.

At the same time, coral reefs, home to more than 25% of

Life Below Water

marine life, are being destroyed at an alarming rate. News
about the environment also reflects many concerns such as
the rising femperatures of the oceans that impact plankfon in
the ocean and ocean acidification due to carbon dioxide
absorption from the atmosphere. This acidification is
gradually increasing and has significant impacts on the marine

ecosystem.

Thailand has 23 provinces with coastal areas and shorelines
bordering two major oceans, the Pacific and Indian Oceans.
These marine resources provide immense benefits for
sustaining life. Thay are crucial for driving the economy,
particularly in the tourism sector, which attracts Thai and
foreign visitors to admire the beauty and generate significant

economic revenue.

Indeed, Thailand’s marine problems are no less than other
countries. These include issues with waste, coastal erosion,
declining marine life populations, illegal fishing practices
such as unregistered vessels, fishing outside permitted areas,
failure to record and report catches, and the use of prohibited
fishing gear. Thailand has previously received a yellow card,
an official warning from the European Commission, European
Union, notifying the possibility of being labelled as a non-
cooperating country in combating illegal, unreported, and
unregulated (IUU) fishing practices in 2015 before being

removed from the warning list in 2019.

The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation collaborates with the com-
munity, academic institutions (university), and government
agencies to implement a project on conserving traditional
fishing practices. Including the development of blue crab
banks, the construction of fish residences from organic
materials, and the processing of products fo serve as a model
for sustainable traditional fishing practices that can be self-
sufficient and not defrimental fo natural resources in the long
run. The foundation also supports projects that conserve and
restore seagrass, marine biodiversity, and the habitats of
marine animals, fo restore the ecological system of Thailand’s
seas fo their natural abundance, which will positively impact
on the diverse resources and traditional fishing practices of

coastal communities.
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Local Fisheries Conservation Project with Goal Together

and U Volunteer Project

Local fishing is a career that has been associated with coastal
people’s lives for a long time. It is a valuable skill passed
down from generation to generation, providing income and
supporting the livelihoods of those living along the coast.
However, due to advances in technology and the increase
in commercial fishing, as well as fishing that uses illegal
tools, the marine ecosystem on the coast has been adversely
affected, causing a decline in the number of marine animals
that once thrived. This has had an impact on the income of
local fishermen, cause many family have to turn to other

professions.

When a group of fishermen in Pran estuary, Pak Nam Pran
District, Pran Buri, Prachuap Khiri Khan, have been since their
ancestors. noticed a decline in the number of marine animals,
they came together to drive conservation efforts and foster
cooperation among the people in the community to restore
marine resources while finding ways to generate income and
sustainable boost local economy, to revive the traditional
fishing practices and preserve the marine ecosystem for

the long run.
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The Suthirat Yoovidhya notes the dedication of a group of
fishermen in Pran estuary, therefore support the improvement
of blue crab nursery and breeding ponds to be in a good
condition for hold the number of blue crab breeders of
the members for foster care. The foundation also supports
the making of Sung or fish house made from natural decom-
position materials (local artificial reef) and also promotes the
development of products with the academic group through
the U Volunteer project with the Silpakorn University (Phet-
chaburi IT campus) to process materials bought from
fishermen in Pran estuary under SALANA PGS standard to
control the quality of local fishing practice and processing,
creating confidence for consumers in safe food and sustainable
fishing practices that do not destroy the coastal marine
environment. In addition, the foundation also invites Goal
Together volunteers to learn about the conservation community
and support sustainable conservation ‘Make Sung and Learn
about the Blue Crab Bank at Pran Estuary’ activities to raise
awareness, understanding, and communicate to the society

further on.

/

asiondusoudanuAuluyuBU
WuwnSwenNssssuuIanIoN:La
gAs=AULIASuZADlUYUBU
081090FU AUDAUSEUOWUUU
unlugn1sSnuns:zuUGLoA
n1on:1alus:g=g19

/



—_—

SausnuyYln avuAuundUsIeu

Tm‘anwﬁ"uﬁuﬁv‘iﬂﬁnéumwma?n?vhﬂi:mﬂmﬁﬁﬂmmLﬂu‘ﬁ'%ﬁﬂ
Aa ‘suAsyiin’ visanasaydniiiin Tnanislinadszuaiuiyli
TuannszpasiiduldumBnaviadiniivalusuiansydih el
wilidsldaananiiviasnauudrastiuanf e dslanialifld
finflugnyFedau idulauyhnnalnnjieduiugdald sautatls
fnsvindynla qmé’ué’m‘ﬁﬁﬂuﬂhm@awwLﬁauﬁ;mﬂmﬁaé’mmm
vamndl safamefudayafienuidann mene uazdaaunaasing
Huszuu TaeawnzmsdsraBuupsnfiiasgnymnisilsay
SUAg eBuuT LBy dugriakausaulszanng
YiinduAuun

Blue crab conservation in Pran estuary local way

The project that has made a group of fishermen in Pran estuary
well-known is ‘Blue Crab Bank’ or the blue crab conservation.
The fishermen would bring blue crab breeders whose eggs are laid
outside the shell to donate or deposit at the blue crab bank to allow
the breeders to remove their eggs from the shell before being sold.
This increases the chances of the eggs into young crabs and large
adults later for future breeding. In addition, there is a pledge not to
cafch marine animals during the egg-laying period from October to
December, and systematic data collection on donations, sales, and
results, particularly the surveying of the number of juvenile blue crabs
skins along the coast around the banks to affirm the effectiveness

of the conservation efforts on the returning population of blue crabs.
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Sustainable Plan on Conservation for a Group of Fishermen in

Pran estuary

Fisherman in the area and partners

The community initiated ‘blue crab banks' to be a model of conservation
for other groups of local fishermen. And created a 3,000-meter
conservation zone along the shoreline following the law, agreed to
use legally compliant fishing, and developed environmental
management strategies together. The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation
conducts activities in collaboration with the network, communities,
educational institutions, government agencies, and private sector
partners throughout the conservation area to support the establish-
ment of ‘Sung’ from 2020 to 2022.

Elevating fishermen to entrepreneurs

The foundation organized the U Volunteer project in collaboration
with Silpakorn University (Phefchaburi IT Campus) creates learning
to raise community potential, extends from the establishment of a
local fishery product processing community enterprise, Pak Nam
Pran, develops the area to be a learning center for crab banks and
sustainable goal local fisheries, and organizing creative fourism

activities along with selling processed products from local fisheries

skilled community enterprise processing Pak Nam Pran local fishery
products provided for both Thai and foreign tourists, including
supporting standardized construction, hygienic building, as well as
providing knowledge and jointly defermine the conditions for fishing
that does not affect the environment and the processing system to
be safe for consumption under SALANA PGS standard, fishermen
therefore have a community economy that improved, resulting in
continuing conservation activities and marine resources have been

sustainable management.

‘Consumers’ take part in the community through conservation
activities and products purchase.

The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation connecting with the public through
the Goal Together Project. Bring volunteers to participate in learning
about conservation work and collaborate with the community to
develop a master plan as a key concept for passing on conservation

work in a practical way in the community.

‘Make Sung and Learn about the Blue Crab bank at Pran estuary’
Program in the Goal Together Project from 2020 - 2022. 275 Sungs
have been placed at 4 locations within 3 nautical miles or 5.556

kilometers from the coast.
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Seagrass Conservation and Restoration Project

Seagrass is a part of the ecosystem in the ocean that links
between other coastal ecosystems such as mangroves and
coral reefs. It serves as a refuge and nursery for various
aquatic animals, and is a habitat for certain types of plants.
Seagrass is also a food source for endangered marine
animals such as dugongs, sea turtles, and dolphins. Sea-
grass roots and rhizomes help to reduce the intensity of
water currents and waves, thereby mitigating erosion of the

coastlines.

Unfortunately, the seagrass situation in Thailand is showing
a disturbing trend of deterioration because it is the first
ecosystem to be affected by human activities along the coast,
such as the dumping of wastewater from communities,
construction of large ports, construction of dams, and the use
of certain fishing tool, such as a trawl which severely harms

natural resources in the sea.

Trang province is considered one of the global top areas
with abundant seagrass. Banjong Naruepornmethee and
his team of The community enterprise that farms fish in the
floating basket at Baan Pru Jood, Bo Hin sub-district, Sikao
district, Trang, therefore concerns about the deterioration and
join together to drive forward the work of conservation and
find a way fo restore seagrass until they can propagate
seedlings and plant them back on the coast. As a result,
the seagrass area at Baan Pru Jood was restored and became

abundant one more time.
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The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation provided funding to
the community enferprise that raises fish in the floating basket
in Baan Pru Jood fo initiate seagrass conservation and
restoration. The aim is to create participation among the
community, youth, government agencies, private sectors, and
tourists in restoring and expanding 50 rai of seagrass area
in the Klong Son Beach (Koh Phi), Baan Prujud, Sikao District,
Trang Province. We also have academic collaboration with
the Rajamangala University of Technology Srivijaya (Trang
campus) through the U Volunteer project to research suitable
seagrass species for the area and the effects of changes in
the ecosystem in the sea aiming 1o restore the fertility of the
sea and promote biodiversity, which impact on the fishing
livelihood of the community. This project also serves as an
opportunity for the public to learn and raise awareness about

the importance of the environment.

Seagrass in Thai territorial waters

13 seagrass species were found in Thai ferritorial waters, including
Enhalus acorides, Syringodium isoetifolium, Syringodium isoefifolium,
Halodule pinifolia, Ruppia maritima, Cymodocea rotundata,
Cymodocea serrulata, Thalassia hemprichii, Halophila ovalis, Halo-
phila minor, Halophila major, Halophila decipiens, and Halophila
beccarii, about 60 species out of the total number of species
worldwide, In the Andaman Sea, 12 species of seagrass were found,
except Ruppia maritima, which found only in the Gulf of Thailand,
as for the Gulf of Thailand, it was found that there were also 12 types
of grasses except Halophila major, which was found only in the

Andaman Sea.
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How to restore ‘Slime’ to be ‘seagrass patch’.

1. Plant seedlings from seagrass seeds.

Planting seeds in rectangular water fanks providing oxygen and
control temperature, salinity, and light as similar as the marine
environment which takes about 3 months so that the seedlings can
be planted. In 2010 Banjong and his team tried planting seed at
degraded and lost seagrass patch, Boonkong Bay, when the outcome
has a relatively good survival rate, they, therefore, was planted
and rehabilitated continuously between 2011-2015 until 70% of
the seagrass was restored, until there were the traces of dugongs
coming for eafing sea grass and having more fry came to live and

there are more fry living in that area.

2. Move on to Klong Son Beach then extended to ‘Eco-tourism
activities’

In 2016, Banjong and his team used their knowledge fo rehabilitate
another challenging one, Klong Son Beach (Koh Phi), with open
sea, wide area, slower sediment recovery, with 2,000 seedlings
planted by 6,000 volunteered until the seagrass source was expanded
to 10-20 rai cause many community in other provinces that
interested in this model came to study the method of cultivation and
asked for the seed, Banjong and his feam include conservation info
community tourism, when a group of tourists came, they collected
the seed for the community fo grow, another group came and take
the seed for planting and became a volunteer tourism model and
more and more agencies began to be inferested in and supporting

this activity in Trang province.

3. Seagrass and communities back to life because of ‘cooperation’.
Suthirat Foundation is one of the agencies that care about the
sustainability of the community, after noticing Banjong his team had
been working on conservation for more than 10 years, the foundation
then support by providing the volunteers from many areas across
the country to collaborate in learning, working hard to restore sea
grass with communities and youth through the Goal Together Project
and also help support funds for communities to do activities that
drive seagrass conservation and restoration work continuously in
other areas as well, because restoration cannot be succeed by only
one person or a particular community, but requires the cooperation
of many parties, whether the a government agency, educational
institutions, including the community, therefore have to regularly

organize forums for exchanging.
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Conservation path from the 15! seagrass to 50 rai seagrass

restoration at Klong Son Beach

In 2010, the community started ‘seeding seagrass’ and successfully
experimented with planting seedlings at Boon Kong Bay, a seagrass

source that had previously been degraded.

2011-2015
70% Seagrass restoration at Boon Kong Bay
Traces of dugongs eating seagrass appeared, and increasing numbers

of small marine animals to starting in an inhabit the area.

2019
The Suthirat Yoovidhya organized a Goal Together activity
50 volunteers planted over 3,000 seagrass plants and presented

community development ideas to the area.
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2020
Organize the Goal Together activity continuously.

50 volunteers planted over 5,000 seagrass plants.

2021

Provide a budget for seagrass planting to the community and
organizations to plant 10 rai of seagrass (a total of 30,000 seagrass
plants) Provide knowledge about seagrass through an online system

to relevant organizations

U Volunteer Project with Rajamangala University of Technology
Srivijaya

Explore and analyze community goals, and designate research areas
for seagrass cultivated in the lab. Monitor the density of seagrass
in the research plot for conservation purposes and collect data on

seagrass suitable for the local ecosystem.
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2022
Organize Goal Together activity to take 50 volunteers to collect

and grow 5,000 of seagrass plants

Expanded 40 rai of seagrass in front of Klong Son beach (in front
of Koh Phi)

Continue the U Volunteer project with a budget of 120,000 baht to

research and cultivate seagrass in a laboratory.
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“If we are willing to go through hardship today, our children may
have an easier life. Sustainability will follow. Yet, if we only seek
comfort today, our children will suffer from having no marine
animals. | often say, ‘Take care of the sea, and the sea will provide.
Build homes for fish, and they will come.” If we are able to reap
benefits from the resources, we must be able to take care of them
too.” Jeau Khaeyai, the head of a group of fishermen in Pran
estuary, Pak Nam Pran district, Pran Buri, Prachuap Khiri Khan,
a dark-skinned man who made a living as a local fisherman for his

entire life, spoke passionately about protecting Thailand’s seas.

Jeau is not originally from the Pran estuary. He grew up in a fisherman
family in Phetchaburi. After completing 4™ grade, he left home to
work with a boat master in Pranburi. He started by riding a Chalom
boat fishing for mackerel. He later formed a family and seftled
in the Pran estuary and started local fishing to make a living for

his family.

“When | first started fishing, the sea was full of shrimp, crabs, and
fish. But over time, marine animals started to decline. There were
more commercial fishing boats with efficient fishing equipment, so
they caught marine animals from an early age. When the animals
do not have a chance to reproduce, it affects the number of their

species.”
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Jeau said that not only did the number of the marine animals
decline, but in 2006, the Pran estuary faced a dispute over
the intrusion of clam dredging vessels that damaged
the estuarine ecosystem. As a result, fishermen rallied together
to protect the sea coast, which is natural resource in front of
their homes. After the dispute was over, the fishermen formed
a group of fishermen in Pran estuary following the advice of
the water police and the Department of Fisheries. Later, they
received advice from the Department of Fisheries about
nursing blue crab breeders using a model from Thieb island,
Chumphon. So, they decided to do crab banks to preserve
local fishery, working with both the public and private sectors.
They also made Sung rope and artificial reefs to bring marine
animals near the sea coast, ensuring fishermen didn't have

to go too far for fishing.

What are the secrets that keep fishermen firmly doing
conservative work?

When | was the deputy head of a group of fishermen in Pran
estuary (2013), | was the kind of person that needed to know
for sure. For example, | needed to inspect the beach to set
up a crab bank. | learnt that if we release crab larvae during

the day, their survival rate will be low. So, we fried releasing
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crab larvae at night and monitored them. We saw that many
crab larvae resurfaced when the tide rose. | passed on this
information to a group of fishermen that they no longer
needed to be afraid because blue crabs would be abundant
to make a living sustainably if we worked together to put Sung
or pick up litter. We do it to clear the area for marine animal
habitat. The garbage kept out of the sea would not pollute
underwater animals. When the fisherman understood this
tangibly, everyone collaborated. They realized that if they do

not do this, the resources will be gone.

Later, in 2013-2014, the fishermen in Pran estuary faced yet
another dispute with the clam dredging vessels in the area
as they returned to destroy the ecosystem of Pran estuary.
During that time, we felt discouraged and cried at the provin-
cial hall. Group members asked why they should preserve
the ecosystem just to be destroyed by others. It seemed
pointless. | was inspired by the grid of King Rama IX to not
give up easily. | told them that what we can do now is to put
Sung as home for animals and release crab larvae as much

as we can.

How does a group of fishermen in Pran estuary preserve
local fishing practices?

The destruction of the ecosystem surely impacts marine life’s
resources, whether through littering or leaking of oil into
the sea. The group has devised activities to collect garbage
on the Buddhist holy day mid-month and the end of the month
with the municipality and a project for a used engine ol
deposit. We also have crab banks allowing female breeders
to scratch their eggs before selling. Meanwhile, the members
agree not to catch blue crabs smaller than 10 centimeters.
For a long time, the traditional way of local fishermen would
catch marine animals only during the season, and only
the ones with a large population. For example, when they go
fishing, if fish are scarce, they will catch shrimps. They will
catch shrimp if they are scarce, taking turns like this. It is not
like if a specific type of animal has a small population, they

will catch it until it becomes extinct.

When the Suthirat Yoovidhya joined, it supported the budget

to improve the crab banks, engaged volunteers to learn about
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local fishermen'’s traditional way of life, and focusing on
conservation efforts to restore and protect the sea. They
organized activities such as placing Sung ropes to build
animal habitats and set boundaries for marine animal revival
3,000 meters from the shore. The foundation later introduced
a scholar, Professor Rachakorn Wachirasirodom, an advisor
from Silpakorn University (Phetchaburi IT Campus) to conduct
research and provide consultation to the group. Academic
knowledge and budget management skills were introduced
to enhance the existing skills of the locals. In addition,
the Suthirat Yoovidhya helped to establish a crab processing
room, which enabled the community to earn income by
peeling crab shells. When fishermen catch giant crabs, they
are sold to consumers. Smaller crabs are processed and sold
as crab meat to meet the demand of consumers who visit
the banks and sometimes want some crab meat. In 2023,
Professor Rachakorn will help establish a community research

center fo promote sustainable tourism and ecotourism.

After operating the project, what are the positive changes
toward fishermen and ocean resources?

The previously degraded marine resources, they have now
improved significantly. The people in the community have
additional occupations and income, which has led to more
love, unity, and participation as well as cherishing one's

resources.

In the past, there were only 7-8 crab-fishing boats. They could
only operate until September due to insufficient income that
barely covers the cost of living. However, at present, there
are over 30 crab-fishing boats that operate year-round,
providing income for local fishermen. At the same time,
a group of fishermen in Pran estuary started to buy crabs
because visitors to the bank crabs wanted to eat crab meat.
A record shows that in 2022, around 8 million baht was
circulating in the crab banks from 10-12 boats. If the income
from selling the crab at other places is included, it should
not at least 10 million as an obvious indicator that by having
crab banks and taking care of the ocean, the blue crabs return
for us to catch all year round. It generates income for

the community and provides additional livelihood.
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How do you see the future and challenges of Thai ocean
conservation?

Besides crab bank and Sung placement, | now see issues that

nature has changed. Global warming affects marine animals

because of the warmer water. The animals that used to live
in shallow waters will move out o sea, causing troubles for
local fishermen. If marine animals move out far into the ocean,
we lose our sources because there is a legal restriction on
the distance of the catch. There are professors and students
from Silpakorn University who have come to help with tourism.
They are turning the crab banks into a tourist destination for
Pran estuary, as local fishermen need additional income

sources.

The fisherman’s Secrets: How to create unity to sustainability

Conservation work requires prioritizing the importance of
community participation. It is necessary to create unity within

the group to achieve sustainable results for the future.

There must be sincerity, seriousness, and resolution to perform
the job during opearation. If there are any problems within the
group, we must falk to each other and resolve everything through

negotiation.

Constantly seeking knowledge and connecting with the network of
fellow coastal fishermen in all 23 provinces to apply knowledge

from each area with the group’s operations.
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Life on land is the 15™ sustainable development goals
that emphasizes protfecting, restoring, and promoting
the sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems to achieved
through conserving and promoting forest and fresh
water to maintain their good condition, restoring
degraded soil to its abundance, preserving the bio-
diversity of terrestrial ecosystems, ending the hunting of
endangered plant and animal species, and preventing
the importation and reducing the impact of invasive
species on terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems. Efforts
are made 1o raise awareness of environmental systems
and biodiversity in local and national development

plans.
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Forests are one of the valuable natural resources on land that
have an infrinsic relationship with people’s lives. They provide
the air we breathe, the water we drink and the food we eat
daily, as well as supply the materials for medicine, textiles,
shelter and farmland. Forests are an inferconnected component
of all these necessities. According fo the United Nations,
forests cover 31% of the world's terrestrial area. Over 80%
of the terrestrial life, including animals, plants, and insects,
is found in forests, Forest also play a significant role in
combating climate change. Approximately 1.6 billion people

worldwide still depend on forests for their livelihoods.

Although forests are important to ecosystem and biodiversity,
the increasing global population has led to deforestation in
many areas worldwide for agricultural purposes, fransforming
the forests info concrete jungles led to soil degradation and
increased desertification. The lack of forested watersheds
also affects water quality in rivers and streams. The loss of free
roots to anchor the soil leads to the risk of landslides. The

disappearance of forests also threatens to wildlife that depend
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on them for habitat. There is a record of over 8,300 species
of wildlife worldwide. 22% of all species are at risk of extinction,
and 8% are already extinct, not including the long-standing
problem of nature and wild plant trafficking affects the

degradation of terrestrial ecosystems and biodiversity.

The statistics from the Royal Forest Department in 2021
indicate that Thailand has a forest area of 102,212,434.37 rai,
equivalent to 31.59% of the country’s tofal area. This figure
has remained relatively stable over the past few decades.
The government has made efforts to promote forest
management with the community. Meanwhile, Thailand
participated in the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) on 21
January 1983 to control the infernational trade of wildlife and
wild plants as it threatens the survival rate of natural species.
The special focus is on nearly extinct or endangered wildlife
and wild plants in the annex of the CITES Convention. Thailand
has continuously attempted to comply with the agreement by
enacting the Wild Animal Conservation and Protection Act,
B.E. 2562 (2019), which aligns with the provisions of CITES.

Thailand is facing a continuous decline in biological diversity.
According to the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN), the IUCN Red List assessed the risk of
extinction for threatened species in the world in 2016 and
found that 4 species of mammals in Thailand are extinct, such
as Schomburgk’s deer, Kouprey, Sumatran rhinoceros, and
rhinoceros. 17 species of mammals in Thailand are critically

endangered. One of them is banteng.

The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation has collaborated with
communities who are caretakers of natural resources, and
various specialized organization to support the conservation
and breeding project of the critically endangered banteng.
The project includes research, study, and releasing banteng
back into the wild, and fo serving as a model for increasing
the number of animals that are close to extinction through com-
munity and sectoral cooperation. In addition, the foundation
also supports the elephant and environment foundations to
help sick, injured, and disabled elephants, as well as other

animals, fo have a safe and healthy life in their natural habitat.
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Banteng Conservation and Breeding Project with Goal

Together and U Volunteer Project

When it comes to endangered wildlife, few people may
think of a banteng, a majestic and elegant large animal with
a slender and graceful build, reddish-brown fur with a
lustrous sheen, and distinctive curved antlers. It is said that
in the past, the Salak Phra forest and forests in Kanchanaburi
were teeming with bantengs. However, with increased
hunting and expanding human settlements encroaching
upon their habitats and food sources, the population of

bantengs has drastically declined.

Currently, there are less than 500 purebred bantengs left in
the world. The bantengs are therefore considered critically
at risk of extinction. They are also classified as a near-extinct
species in the IUCN Red List. In Thai law, bantengs are listed
as protected wildlife under the Wild Animal Conservation
and Protection Act B.E. 2562, coded as a mammal number
180 in the act.
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Khao Nam Phu Wildlife Conservation Promotion and Develop-
ment Center, Salakpra Wildlife Sanctuary, Tha Kradan, Si Sawat
District, Kanchanaburi, therefore, has an important mission
to conserve and breed bantengs through collaboration with
local communities, youth in the area, conservation agencies
of the government, private sectors, civil societies who are
wildlife experts, and volunteers who are passionate about
saving bantengs. Their efforts successful release bantengs

back into the wild for the first time in the world in 2014.

Because bantengs are animals that are easily startled and
stressed, there is a saying that “When you catch the banteng,
it will die right then and there.” Cause it almost impossible
for anyone to study and research about bantengs. Bringing
bantengs that have been bred outside the forest back into
the forest must be done carefully and requires cooperation

from many parties.
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Khao Nam Phu Wildlife Conservation Promotion and
Development Center Officers

They initiated the idea of returning bantengs to Salak Phra
Forest because they saw the possible use of tranquilizers.
They were caretakers who trained bantengs to be familiar
with the box in the transport vehicle and learn to adapt them-
selves in the corral amidst the forest before being released
into the actual forest. They also monitored the safety of

the bantengs and other animals.

SUPER DREAM TEAM Experts and Academics

They ensured the safe use of franquilizers according to
international standards, conducted basic health checks, and
DNA testing, planned behavior studies before releasing the
animals into the wild, and monitoring the health of banteng'’s

breeding and growth through camera traps.

The Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation and Goal Together
Volunteers

The foundation decided to support the conservation and
breeding of banteng. We support research to prevent
inbreeding (breeding within the same bloodline) under
the project of producing banteng embryos in a scientific
laboratory. We also launched the U Volunteer Project with
the Rajamangala University of Technology Thanyaburi to

create community participation in the conservation area.

DO IT TOGETHER
The Goal Together activity allows volunteers from outside

the area to participate and learn about conservation work.

Volunteers to conserve bantengs

The community around the forest is actively involved in driving
sustainable conservation projects through community leaders
who communicate with locals and hunters to stop hunting,
as well as local government agencies who are ready to

cooperate. There are more than 2,000 people in this group.
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Journey of banteng conservation in Salak Phra Forest:
Target: expand the number of banteng across Salak Phra

Forest in Kanchanaburi that has an area of 43,562 rai

Beginning. 1974. We found ‘Chao Pong Thong' a female

banteng in the salt like area of Salak Phra Forest

1978. We found a new male breeder from Uthai Thani and
Phetchaburi to breed a new flock of bantengs at the Khao
Nam Phu Wildlife Conservation Promotion and Development

Center, Kanchanaburi.

2014. The foundation supports the conservation and breeding
of bantengs. The first release of the 4 bantengs back fo the
Wild project took place.

2019. The foundation organized a voluntary activity, the 15'
batch of Goal Together.

2020. The foundation supports 10 camera fraps to monitor

behaviors and increase banteng number.

2021. The production of banteng embryos in the scientific
laboratory, first year. The foundation collaborated with
Kasetsart University (Kamphaeng Saen Campus) and Mahidol
University to prevent inbreeding (breeding within the same

bloodline).

The foundation supports additional 20 camera traps for

the second year.

The foundation collaborated with the Rajamangala University
of Technology Thanyaburi to launch the U Volunteer project
under a voluntary activity for banteng bonds and conservation’

for the first year.

The number of bantengs today

From the release of bantengs from 2014 to 2022, there are
16, and the discovery of at least 27 bantengs offsprings in
the wild. Hence, there are at least 43 bantengs in the Salak

Phra Forest.
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Food, Medical Cost and Quality of Life Support for Elephants

and Other Animals in the Save Elephant Foundation Project

Although elephants are considered as a national symbol of Thai-
land, their welfare still raises concern. The COVID-19 pandemic
has severely impacted the elephant camp. Without fourists, over
2,000 domesticated elephants faced food shortage, and a few
hundred elephants were forced to return fo their habitat due to the
closure of elephant camps. To survive, the mahout had to resort to
live streaming donation campaigns to support the elephant’s food

costs.

Save Elephant Foundation, located in Kuet Chang sub-district, Mae
Taeng, Chiang Mai, is an internationally recognized non-profit
organization ranked as one of the top 10 places in the world to care
for animals by CNN. It has staff and experts with over 30 years
of experience in caring for elephants and other small animals.
The foundation operates to conserve and dedicate itself protecting
of Thai elephants for a long time. Currently, there are 123 elephants
under its care, with 70% being elderly or disabled elephants that
require special care and aftention for food and treatment. Other

abandoned or abused animals are under its care, such as dogs,
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disabled dogs, cats, old polo ponies, disabled horses, cows,
buffaloes, rabbits, wild boars, sheep, and goats, totaling over
5,000 lives.

Every month, the Save Elephant Foundation spends approximately
5,000,000 baht on animal food and medication costs. Therefore,
the Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation donates a sum of 1,000,000 baht
to support various projects of the Save Elephant Foundation.
The foundation allocates these funds towards improving the quality
of life for animals through community clinics and mobile animal
hospitals. They also promote the Food Bank for Elephants project,
which helps provide food for elephants and save the lives of aged
and disabled elephants affected by the closing of elephant camps
during the spread of COVID-19, including 6 elephants from
the western and northern regions of Thailand. This project is carried
out in collaboration with local organizations in the United Stafes,
including Trunks Up and Gentle Giants Elephant Stay Home Project,
to fund the care of over 200 elephants across the country for
10,000 baht per elephant. The project adheres to the Five Freedoms
of Animal Welfare principles, ensuring that the elephants are not
subjected to cruelty, including physical abuse, starvation, heavy
labor, and being chained on the two front legs. Another project is
to implement a food bank for elephants in four regions by renting
land to grow grass for elephants in those 4 regions. Over 2,000
elephants are provided food during difficult times. Additionally,
the project provides monetary support (Elephant ATM) for people
who lost their lives, were injured, or had any damages from
the elephant camp in the connected forest area covering five

provinces in the eastern region and Omkoi district in Chiang Mai.

In addition, the Save Elephant Foundation also helped 1,850 stray
cafts and dogs during the COVID-19 period and conducted
sterilization to control the stray animal population in Bangkok and
Chiang Mai, with a total of 1,150 lives. They also took care of 138
monkeys for the Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant
Conservation fo solve the issue of stray monkeys in Bangkok
Metropolitan Region that are in conflict with people and provide
food to clinics of the department in the area. On top of their mission
to help animals, the Save Elephant Foundation also supports job
creation for the community and enhances the potential and value
for disadvantaged women. They also promote the livelihoods of
elephant keepers to provide sustainable income for elephant-keeping

families throughout the country.
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Seri Nakbun, the head of Khao Nam Phu Wildlife Conservation
Promotion and Development Center, Salakpra Wildlife Sanctuary,
Kanchanaburi, began his civil servant career by protecting wildlife
through prevention and suppression at Huay Sala Wildlife Sanc-
tuary, Si Sa Ket. He had patrolled and arrested illegal hunters and
loggers to protect the Thai forest for over 10 years with dedication
he witnessed numerous clashes between officials and illegal
hunters and loggers using war weapons, resulting in shootings
and bombings that caused his colleagues to shed blood and lose
their lives. Through time, he realized that conservation through

suppression may not be a sustainable solution.

A pivotal point in his conservation work has arrived. When Seri had
a chance to collaborate with an organization that approached
working with communities and youth, he became aware of the idea
of planting a seed in people’s hearts —that is, to build a mindset in
the long term. In this way, he can build a conservationist spirit
without having to create more adversaries. From then on, he began
to arm himself infellectually by studying social psychology and
communication skills for persuasion to do conservation work in

the future.

Affer being relocated, he accomplished the conservation mission
for the hornbill and onion plant, a rare water plant on the brink of
extinction at Klong Naka Wildlife Sanctuary in Ranong, his home-
town, and was acknowledged for it. Then, He was summoned

rapidly to fake care of and find solutions for the banteng corral
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system at the Khao Nam Phu Center in 2009. The public had
been complaining about the poor conditions and declining
health of banteng, and became the project’s starting point
to conserve and reintroduce banteng back into the Salak
Phra forest in Kanchanaburi Province. Even though it was
a challenging mission, it later found great success having

been able to increase the population of endangered animals.

What did the initial stage of working on the Banteng
Conservation Project involve?

Initially, there were issues with managing and caring for
the bantengs due to a lack of budget. The bantengs were
fully fed sometimes and went hungry at other times, so
there were health issues. Since 2009, we have improved the
management and care of the cows, and gradually fixed the
broken corral. Actually, it only took a year to fix the problem.
Because we work with wildlife and are committed to wildlife
conservation, we tried to find the information in the area and
discovered that Salak Phra Forest was home to the bantengs.
However, they were hunted to extinction over 30 years ago,
sparked the idea of returning the bantengs raised in the
Khao Nam Phu Center to their original home, where their

forefathers used to live.
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What are the challenges for conserving and releasing
bantengs to Salak Phra forest?

Our organization is a small one, so handling large-scale
wildlife work is a challenging required resources and experts
to provide complete information. In the meantime, some
people belittled us and said we could not do it. They would
be hunted upon release like in the past, the bantengs were
raised in the corral since they were young, and would not
know how to find food and soon will die they also criticized
how we can find resources to handle such a global-scale
project. A small, incompetent organization like ours can
never achieve such things. However, we did not respond 1o
the criticism. Instead, we tackled the problems individually,
picking up the insults they brought to us and working to

solve them.

How do you turn insults into the project for the release of
bantengs to the wild?

We must build a strong community around the forest
before releasing the bantengs back into the wild. We must
communicate to the community that this is the return of the
bantengs after being extinct for over 30 years, and that it is
the official global release at their hometown, Kanchanaburi.
If we release them, they will still be hunted like in the past,

the people of Kanchanaburi will be harming themselves.

In the first few years, we started building a community fo
profect the bantengs. Eventually, some of them become
a group of banteng lovers and volunteered around the area.
We built a network and worked with various experts, including
veterinarians, ecosystem scholars, and wildlife experts.
They noticed our dedication and worked together for
the bantengs under the name of the Super Dream Team. Then
around 2013 - 2014, the Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation
brought in volunteers to camp at the Khao Nam Phu Center,

and support funding to drive the project forward.

Before releasing the bantengs, we spent about a year fraining
them because they are such a sensitive and vulnerable animals.
We selected bantengs that were about 3-5 years old, and
separated them from the large herd fo faught them to move

without being scared. We trained them to walk through
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boxes used for their relocation. When the bantengs were
ready, we administered franquilizers, placed them in a head-
lock, drew blood to check their health, collected their DNA
samples, and moved them into a corral in the wild. They
learned about the plants in the area, what they could eat or

could not, and which animals were dangerous.

Towards the end of the year 2014, the project was released
4 bantengs for the first time. The situation in the area switched
from an intense hunting ground to a place where bantengs
were a focus, proof that if we can develop the people, what
used fo be impossible can be easily possible. Now we can
definitely claim that this is the most successful bantengs

project in Thailand, and perhaps in the world.

What do you feel impressed about as an executioner of
the conservation and the release of banteng to the wild
project since the first day until now that it has becomes
successful?

I'm impressed and proud that we can turn hunters info
conservationists. When we work with the local community
tangibly and intensively, the benefits do not fall only on
the bantengs. They stop hunting other animals altogether.
We get the whole ecosystem back. The wildlife increases
in numbers to the extent that they come out to look for food
on the forest’s edge. Large predators that used to disappear,
such as tigers, have returned, probably more than 5 of them.
It is another proud moment that, apart from bringing back
the bantengs, we also bring back people with green hearts

and the entire ecosystem.

What will the future of the conservation and the release of
banteng to forest hold?

The big challenge is the Human Corridor. The idea comes
from the problem of inbreeding between bantengs. But
finding male and female breeders in the wild was not easy.
Therefore, we used our capital which is the local and the
Super Dream Team. Planned for the bantengs traveling north
of the Salak Phra forest in Kanchanaburi to cross to another
community of bantengs traveling down from Huai Kha Khaeng
forest in Uthai Thani. That area belongs to a community of

Karens in Si Sawat District, Kanchanaburi. So, we also built
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understanding and compassion for the bantengs for

people in that community. Once the community is involved,

the bantengs can interbreed safely. If the idea of the

Human Corridor is successful, it will be we may extend
the conservation and release of bantengs to the wild fo
benefit the local people, creating sustainable and practical

ecotourism that can generate income to the community.

Wildlife Hero's Secrets: Learned the hard work achievement

When facing unprecedented difficult tasks, what is necessary is
faith. Believe that even though it may be difficult, it can still be
accomplished. Once there is strong determination, everything will
easily be summarized into ways of thinking, management strategies,

academic coordination, and people collaboration.

The necessary skill for is to be a good coordinator and communicate
with all relevant parties in an easy-to-understand and insightful way to
create a network community. Draw people in and involve them in

challenging mission to achieve success.

Conservation projects must prioritize people and communities
in the surrounding area. A project can succeed and remain
sustainably with the cooperation of the people and community. Even
if it succeeds in the initial stages of nurturing and releasing back to
the wild, if we don't instil a sense of responsibility in the people

living in the area, the animals will be hunted down again.
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Financial Report: the financial report summary showing income,
donation expenses, and project / activity operating expenses under

the operation of Suthirat Yoovidhya Foundation for 2022.



S18SU (U1N) 100Y%

92,718,188.70

S19SUSIU
Total income



99.93%

92,657,700.01

S19YSUIINNISUSIA
Income from donation

0.07%

60,488. 69

SSSSSSS



S19919 (U1N)

84,483,784.16

S19919SIU
Total expenses

Expenses (Baht)




100%

80,766,585.02

S199191WaNISUSIIA
Donation expenses

78.95%

63.764,464.90

AUNISUWNE UazaIsISeugu
Medical and public health expenses

8.32%
6.716,897.89

AugUBULazEOILO0dDN
Social and environment expenses
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